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Lessons 1-3
BAPTISM 101

Questions

	 1.	 Why was Jesus baptized in 
J o h n ’s B a p t i s m o f r e p e n t a n c e ? 

	 2.	 Why are we commanded to      
f o l l o w t h e L o r d i n b a p t i s m ? 

	 3.	 C a n y o u e x p l a i n t o a              
non-believer why a Christian is baptized?  

	 4.	 From your baptism experience, 
can you present the gospel to a           
non-believer? How would you do this? 

O u r C o m m a n d – H i s         
Kingdom
Before we delve into the history of        
Baptism, we can look at the most familiar 
New Testament passage taught constantly 
to new believers 

Mat 28:19

	 •	 Go ye therefore, and teach all    
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
G h o s t :  

Mat 28:20  

	 •	 Teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you: 
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 
e n d o f t h e w o r l d . A m e n . 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Before his ascension, Jesus leaves his    
disciples what we know as “The Great 
Commission.” It is one of two ordinances, 
being the initiating action of a new            
believer, which was given by Christ as a 
step of obedience.

There are many definitions of what        
baptism is and there are many opinions as 
to its meaning and significance. But       
baptism reflects a journey from death to 
life, from despair to hope, from bondage to 
freedom.     Next week, we will study       
several Greek words for baptism.

“Creation itself took place, according 
to Genesis 1, when God’s great wind 
or breath or Spirit brooded like a dove 
over the waters, and when God 
separated the waters into different 
places and called dry land to appear. 
Creation itself, you might say, began 
with an exodus, a baptism. Through 
the water to new life.” N.T.  Wright – 
Simply Christian

The process of washing away sin, what we 
might call a baptism, originated with Noah 
as the sin-laden world was washed away. 
Only just and perfect Noah, Gen 6:9, and 
his immediate family emerged into a       
sinless world; a new life.  

Baptism has a consistent theme of          
representing New Life, both in the Old and 
New Testament. Let’s look at one of these 
now.

1st Baptism
	 •	 Gen 6 :9   These a re the            
generations of Noah: Noah was a just man 
and perfect in his generations, and Noah 
walked with God. 

In verse 18, God makes a covenant with 
Noah. 

	 •	 Gen 6:18   But with thee will I     
establish my covenant; and thou shalt 
come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and 
thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee. 

What was this covenant? A covenant is an 
agreement, a contract. God promised 
Noah safety if he would simply build the 
ark, bring his family into the ark (verse 18), 
bring the animals into the ark (verse 19) 
and bring enough food for all (verse 21). 
Each party had to do their part. So, as we 
shall see later, all existing humanity at the 
time was baptized. Let’s look to scripture 
to back up this logic.

	 •	 1Pe 3:18-22 ESV  For Christ also 
suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, that he might bring us to 
God, being put to death in the flesh but 
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made alive in the spirit,   (19)   in which he 
went and proclaimed to the spirits in 
prison,  (20)  because they formerly did not 
obey, when God's patience waited in the 
days of Noah, while the ark was being    
prepared, in which a few, that is, eight    
persons, were brought safely through     
water.

	 •	 (21)  Baptism, which corresponds 
to this, now saves you, not as a removal of 
dirt from the body but as an appeal to God 
for a good conscience, through the        
resurrection of Jesus Christ,  (22)  who has 
gone into heaven and is at the right hand 
of God, with angels, authorities, and     
powers having been subjected to him.

	 •	 Any Questions on the First        
Biblical example of Baptism?

2nd Baptism
The next notable example of baptism      
occurred at the time of the Exodus. The   
Israelites were leaving a sinful world        
behind them. 

	 •	 Exo 14:21-30 KJV    And Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea; and 
the LORD caused the sea to go back by a 
strong east wind all that night, and made 
the sea dry land, and the waters were di-
vided.  (22)  And the children of Israel went 

into the midst of the sea upon the dry 
ground: and the waters were a wall unto 
them on their right hand, and on their left. 
  (23)    And the Egyptians pursued, and 
went in after them to the midst of the sea, 
even all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, 
and his horsemen. 

	 •	 (24)   And it came to pass, that in 
the morning watch the LORD looked unto 
the host of the Egyptians through the pillar 
of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the 
host of the Egyptians,   (25)   And took off 
their chariot wheels, that they drave them 
heavily: so that the Egyptians said, Let us 
flee from the face of Israel; for the LORD 
fighteth for them against the Egyptians. 
  (26)    And the LORD said unto Moses, 
Stretch out thine hand over the sea, that 
the waters may come again upon the  
Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon 
their horsemen.  

	 •	   (27)   And Moses stretched forth 
his hand over the sea, and the sea re-
turned to his strength when the morning 
appeared; and the Egyptians fled against 
it; and the LORD overthrew the Egyptians 
in the midst of the sea.   (28)   And the wa-
ters returned, and covered the chariots, 
and the horsemen, and all the host of Phar-
aoh that came into the sea after them; 
there remained not so much as one of 

3



them.   (29)    But the children of Israel 
walked upon dry land in the midst of the 
sea; and the waters were a wall unto them 
on their right hand, and on their left. 
 (30)  Thus the LORD saved Israel that day 
out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel 
saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea 
shore.

Was this an actual example of a Baptism? 
  Does the story fit the concept of what   
Baptism means?   The New Testament    
writers thought so:

	 •	   1Co 10:1-4 ESV   For I do not 
want you to be unaware, brothers, that our 
fathers were all under the cloud, and all 
passed through the sea,   (2)  and all were 
baptized into Moses in the cloud and in 
the sea,  (3)  and all ate the same spiritual 
food,  (4)  and all drank the same spiritual 
drink. For they drank from the spiritual 
Rock that followed them, and the Rock 
was Christ.

Who was it that went with them? 

It was He who became Jesus Christ (or in 
Hebrew, Yeshua ha Meshiach) - “The 
Anointed One”

Any Questions on the Second Biblical ex-
ample of Baptism?

Last week we reviewed 2 Old Testament 
representations on Baptism where the 
agent of baptism was water.  A Baptism of 
the world during the flood, saving 8 people 
by water while cleansing the world of evil 
and the baptism of the Israelites to Moses 
through the parting of the Red sea.  Both 
baptisms while different on many points 
had a common theme of being separated 
from an old life to a new life.  This week, 
we are going to continue to focus on the 
cleansing that baptism represents, how rit-
ual cleansing practices came about for the 
Israelites as well as how that translated to 
the New Testament during the time of John 
the Baptist.

In the Old Testament time, Moses            
recorded a ser ies of instruct ions,          
commonly called laws, in the Torah or   
Pentateuch by which the Israelites could 
govern their lives. Some of these so-called 
laws included instructions for assuring 
both physical and spiritual or ritual      
cleanliness. 

Let’s turn to two scriptures: 

 Exo 19:10   And the LORD said unto 
Moses, Go unto the people, and sanctify 
them to day and to morrow, and let them 
wash their clothes,
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Exo 19:14   And Moses went down from 
the mount unto the people, and sanctified 
the people; and they washed their clothes.

These scriptures seem to just address 
washing clothes. But notice in verse 14 
that Moses also sanctified the people. 
How was that done? 

A couple of other scriptures will show that 
they were also to wash themselves. Let’s 
look at Lev 15:18. 

 Lev 15:18  The woman also with whom 
man shall lie with seed of copulation, they 
shall both bathe themselves in water, and 
be unclean until the even. 

Now let’s go back to Ex 19, this time we’ll 
read verse 15. 

Exo 19:15  And he said unto the people, 
Be ready against the third day: come not 
at your wives.

 They were not to become ritually unclean. 
On the third day the LORD was to come 
down the mountain in the sight of all the 
people. He would not come near anyone 
who was ritually unclean. To become ritu-
ally clean, the people were to immerse 
themselves in pools of clean water. These 
pools are described by the Hebrew word 
mikveh. 

Let’s look at some examples where the 
word mikveh is used.   

Lev 11:36  Nevertheless a fountain or pit, 
wherein there is plenty of water, shall be 
clean: but that which toucheth their        
carcase shall be unclean.      

Exo 7:19   And the LORD spake unto 
Moses, Say unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and 
stretch out thine hand upon the waters of 
Egypt, upon their streams, upon their      
rivers, and upon their ponds, and upon all 
their pools [mikveh] of water,

The word mikveh really means a gathering 
and we see the word used to describe a 
pool in both these scriptures.  When we 
compare these two verses with Lev 15:18, 
we can see that the only place ritually     
unclean people could become clean is in 
clean water. 

On the south side of the temple mount in 
Jerusalem near what used to be the south 
side steps into the temple, are a number of 
what are called mikveh. They are rock     
underground cavities which were built to 
enable people to walk down into them, dip 
themselves under the water, and become 
ritually clean before entering the temple. 
Apparently there were more mikvehs on 
the temple mount for use by the temple 
priests. They were cleared when the      
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temple mount was scraped clean of all 
structures in 70 AD. Mikveh can also be 
seen at Masada, Herod’s mountain top    
retreat near the Dead Sea. Water for the 
mikveh was typically supplied by rain     
water and pure spring water. At any rate, 
ritual bathing in these mikveh constituted a 
type of baptism, the symbolic washing 
away of all sins. 

Jewish View of mikvah
The world’s natural bodies of water—its 
oceans, rivers, wells and spring-fed 
lakes—are mikvahs in their most primal 
form. They contain waters of Divine 
source, and thus, tradition teaches, the 
power to purify. 

Reflect on the teaching from last week: 
The flood was an event of enormous      
proportion.  How does the understanding 
of the Mikveh as a divine source give      
further insight into God’s providence and 
provision? Gen 1:6-7; Exod 14:13-16

The mikvah personifies both the womb 
and the grave; the portals to life and        
afterlife. In both, the person is stripped of 
all power and prowess. In both, there is a 
mode of tota l re l iance, complete              
abdication of control. Immersion in the 
mikvah can be understood as a symbolic 
act of self-abnegation, the conscious     

suspension of the self as an autonomous 
force.

Now we are better prepared to understand 
our next point:

A DEFINTION OF baptizō, bap-
tisma, baptismos, baptō
Trying to get a hold on the essential     
meaning of baptism can be somewhat    
e lusive. Most lexicons attempt to            
distinguish between a literal meaning and 
a figurative meaning. The literal meaning 
for baptizō is invariably listed as “to dip,  
immerse, wash.” Some  give the figurative 
meaning of “baptism” as a type of Israel’s 
passage through the Red Sea, martyrdom, 
and being overwhelmed by something.

A baptism is as action that happens to 
you.  You are immersed, you are washed, 
you are overwhelmed. When you are     
baptized you transcend the physical for 
the spiritual.  Remember the verse we read 
from Peter “(21)   Baptism, which            
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as 
a removal of dirt from the body but as an 
appeal to God for a good conscience, 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,”

The spiritual depth of this N.T. ordinance 
should not be missed or dismissed as a 
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simple step in obedience or symbol. The 
scriptural reality is far greater.  

In keeping with this theme, immersion in 
the mikvah is described not only in terms 
o f pur ifica t ion , rev i ta l i za t ion and               
rejuvenation, but also, and perhaps         
primarily, as rebirth.

None of these Themes, symbolisms or 
meanings would have been lost on the   
culture of Jesus’s time.

John the Baptist used a Baptism of         
repentance in the River Jordan, which 
looked quite different than the baptisms 
we see today.

Luk 3:2   Annas and Caiaphas being the 
high priests, the word of God came unto 
John the son of Zacharias in the wilder-
ness. 

Luk 3:3  And he came into all the country 
about Jordan, preaching the baptism of  
repentance for the remission of sins; 

Luk 3:4  As it is written in the book of the 
words of Esaias the prophet, saying, The 
voice of one crying in the wilderness,     
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight. 

 Mar 1:4   John did baptize in the             
wilderness, and preach the baptism of    
repentance for the remission of sins. 

Mar 1:5  And there went out unto him all 
the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, 
and were all baptized of him in the river of 
Jordan, confessing their sins.

Baptism of Christ
We’ve establish several different baptisms 
in Scripture.   Last week we established   
different agents of baptism. We looked at 
Old Testament Baptisms in different forms. 
 We looked at the Jewish view of cleansing 
through Mikvehs and opened the door to 
baptism being a transcendent action, an 
appeal towards a good conscience to 
God, according to Peter.  We saw movie 
example in V for Vendetta, and watched a 
character die to an old life and is birthed in 
a new, only after awakening to a new       
reality inside herself that she chose to  
commit to.

Exo 4:21-22 ESV  And the LORD said to 
Moses, "When you go back to Egypt, see 
that you do before Pharaoh all the miracles 
that I have put in your power. But I will 
harden his heart, so that he will not let the 
people go.   (22)   Then you shall say to 
Pharaoh, 'Thus says the LORD, Israel is 
my firstborn son,”
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Make a mental note here because we are 
going to be building on it for the first part 
of our lesson.  Who is the Lord calling his 
firstborn son? Israel.

Deu 8:1-3 ESV  "The whole commandment 
that I command you today you shall be 
careful to do, that you may live and multi-
ply, and go in and possess the land that 
the LORD swore to give to your fathers. 

What is happening in our first verse here? 
God is setting up the physical Kingdom of 
Israel.

(2)  And you shall remember the whole way 
that the LORD your God has led you these 
forty years in the wilderness, that he might 
humble you, testing you to know what was 
in your heart, whether you would keep his 
commandments or not.   (3)  And he hum-
bled you and let you hunger and fed you 
with manna, which you did not know, nor 
did your fathers know, that he might make 
you know that man does not live by bread 
alone, but man lives by every word that 
comes from the mouth of the LORD.

But what happened?

Hos 11:1-2 ESV  When Israel was a child, I 
loved him, and out of Egypt I called my 
son.   (2)  The more they were called, the 

more they went away; they kept sacrificing 
to the Baals and burning offerings to idols.

What Was Israel called by God? His     
Firstborn Son

What Was Israel to do when entering in the 
promise land? Setup the Kingdom of God 
and to be tested in heart whether they 
would keep God’s Commandments.

How did that end up for them?

Let’s Shift our Attention to 

The beginning of Jesus‘    
Ministry:
Mat 3:13-17 ESV  Then Jesus came from 
Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be       
baptized by him.   (14)  John would have 
prevented him, saying, "I need to be     
baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?"  (15)  But Jesus answered him, "Let 
it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to 
fu lfil l a l l r ighteousness." Then he            
consented. 

Stick that in your mind palace for a         
moment.   “Fitting for US to fulfill all      
righteousness”
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Mat 2:13-15 KJV   And when they were    
departed, behold, the angel of the Lord   
appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, 
Arise, and take the young child and his 
mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou 
there until I bring thee word: for Herod will 
seek the young child to destroy him.   (14) 
 When he arose, he took the young child 
and his mother by night, and departed into 
Egypt:  (15)  And was there until the death 
of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, 
saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son.

Matthew Quotes Hosea here, Why?

Who was John the Baptist?
John was a descendent of Aaron, the first 
High Priest and brother to Moses, from 
both his mother and his father’s side. The 
Gospel of Luke makes a special point of 
this fact. “There was in the days of Herod, 
the king of Judaea, a certain priest named 
Zacharias, of the course of Abijah: and his 
wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and 
her name was Elisabeth.”

Who was John’s Father? A member of the 
clan of Abijah (a descendant of Aaron), 
Zechariah went to the temple to carry out 
his priestly duties. At the time of Jesus 
Christ, there were about 7,000 priests in   
Israel, divided into 24 clans.

And is John spoken of in the OT? Mal 2:7 
KJV   For the priest's lips should keep 
knowledge, and they should seek the law 
at his mouth: for he is the messenger of 
the LORD of hosts. Mal 3:1 KJV  Behold, I 
will send my messenger, and he shall     
prepare the way before me: and the Lord, 
whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his 
temple, even the messenger of the      
covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he 
shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.

John the Baptist was a man who had a 
Nazarite vow, who was a descendant of 
the first High Priest Aaron from the time of 
Moses and said when Jesus had arrived 
that “He must Increase and I must           
decrease”, because the perfect High Priest 
had arrived.

(16)   And when Jesus was baptized,        
immediately he went up from the water, 
and behold, the heavens were opened to 
him, and he saw the Spirit of God            
descending like a dove and coming to rest 
on him;   (17)   and behold, a voice from 
heaven said, "This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased."

The Spirit of God Descended upon Christ 
as a dove. He was anointed by the Holy 
Spirit.   What image or element is often 
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used to represent the Holy Spirit in old and 
New Testamant? Oil.

When The Priests of Aaron where          
consecrated to God they were anointed 
with Oil.  We have a consistent picture of 
Old Testament actions playing out with the 
arrival of the Kingdom of God.   The     
shadows that happened in the past are 
coming to illumination in the arrival of      
Jesus Christ.

From Christ’s Baptism he is brought to the 
desert to be tempted of Satan and         
proceeds to do what? 

Pass where Israel failed.

Israel (God’s First Born Son) was Baptized 
to Moses, led into the desert and showed 
again and again to be unable to fulfill any 
righteousness as God’s chosen and 
anointed people.

Jesus Fulfilled all Righteousness and that 
included being baptized to be the only    
begotten Son of the Father.   He was     
Baptized to God, because a better than 
Moses was now here.

Final Question for this part of the Lesson: 
Does your Baptism have anything to do 
with the Baptism of Christ in the Jordan 
River?   No.   When people say they are  

baptized because their Lord was baptized 
they are showing a clear misunderstanding 
of Scripture and it should be corrected and 
reproved.

Baptism in Jesus:
The commission and Ordinance: Mat 
28:19 KJV  Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost:

Act 8:34-37 MKJV   And the eunuch         
answered Philip and said, I beg you, of 
whom does the prophet speak this? Of 
himself or of some other man?  (35)  Then 
Philip opened his mouth and began at the 
same Scripture and preached the gospel 
of Jesus to him.  (36)  And as they passed 
along the way, they came on some water. 
And the eunuch said, See, here is water, 
what hinders me from being baptized? 

(37)  Philip said, If you believe with all your 
heart, it is lawful.

Rom 10:4-9 MKJV  For Christ is the end of 
the law for righteousness for everyone who 
believes.   (5)   For Moses writes of the   
righteousness which is of the Law, "The 
man who does those things shall live by 
them."   (6)  But the righteousness of faith 
says this: "Do not say in your heart, Who 
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shall ascend into Heaven?" that is, to bring 
Christ down;   (7)  or "Who shall descend 
into the deep?"; that is, to bring up Christ 
again from the dead.  (8)  But what does it 
say? "The Word is near you, even in your 
mouth and in your heart"; that is, the Word 
of Faith which we proclaim;  (9)  Because if 
you confess the Lord Jesus, and believe in 
your heart that God has raised Him from 
the dead, you shall be saved.

D e u 3 0 : 1 1 - 1 4 M K J V   F o r t h i s                 
commandment which I command you     
today is not hidden from you, neither is it 
far off.   (12)   It is not in Heaven, that you 
should say, Who shall go up for us to 
Heaven, and bring it to us, so that we may 
hear it and do it?  (13)  Nor is it beyond the 
sea, that you should say, Who shall go 
over the sea for us to the region beyond 
the sea, and bring it to us, so that we may 
hear it and do it?   (14)  But the Word is 
very near you, in your mouth and in your 
heart, so that you may do it.

And he answered and said, I believe that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

Now Baptism is lawful for the Eunuch. 
Now he can be initiated into the body of 
Christ by following Christ in his what?

Baptism is Death, Burial of the old and   
Resurrection to the New.

Rom 6:3-9 MKJV  Do you not know that as 
many of us as were baptized into Jesus 
Christ were baptized into His death?   (4) 
  Therefore we were buried with Him by   
baptism into death, so that as Christ was 
raised up from the dead by the glory of the 
Father; even so we also should walk in 
newness of life.   (5)  For if we have been 
joined together in the likeness of His 
death, we shall also be in the likeness of 
His resurrection;  (6)  knowing this, that our 
old man is crucified with Him in order that 
the body of sin might be destroyed, that 
from now on we should not serve sin.   (7) 
 For he who died has been justified from 
sin.   (8)   But if we died with Christ, we     
believe that we shall also live with Him,  (9) 
 knowing that when Christ was raised from 
the dead, He dies no more; death no 
longer has dominion over Him.

Baptism is the Beginning of 
our Christian Walk.
Baptism is initiation into the family of God 
for one who has been converted. This 
washing signifies multiple new statuses as 
a believer.

	 •	 Our sin and our former desires 
have been washed away

	 •	 We have left the kingdom of  
darkness to enter the true kingdom of light
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	 •	 We have died with Christ to the 
old way of thinking in order to rise with him 
in the new

	 •	 Though we will die, we will also 
be physically raised with Him

	 •	 We are joined to Christ and his 
body

	 •	 We are submerged in the Spirit of 
God

	 •	 We h a v e p a s s e d t h ro u g h        
judgment and are now justified and         
f o r g i v e n 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