
 
“I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. 
 
     At the heart of every school of thought, be it religious or philosophical, there begs the 
question of purpose or reason. The teacher tells us here clearly that the essence of his 
conversation with the disciples is to assure that in the midst of their coming struggles, 
he desires to give them the answers that will keep them from leaving the flock.  He 
opens their minds and reveals to them “all that the Father has given” Him. Prayer is now 
to be understood as the method through which one makes contact with the Father and 
cooperates with the Father’s intent to transform the mind to understand and obey His 
perfectly wise, loving, good and effective will. Prayer abides in Christ, and by default of 
His union with the Father through the Spirit, abides in community with the entire 
Triune Holy God. This union, dwelling, abiding, teaching and enlightening through 
prayer is also the binding or establishing of the heart of man with the heart of God that 
bears fruit that remains.  Prayer builds a house on rock, and it roots us firmly in Christ 
while building us up in Him. Then while being established in the faith, we are able to 
confidently know that He is able to keep us from falling. 
 
     Prayer is armor of God. Prayer is our belt of truth, brought to us by the Spirit’s 
teaching as we meditate and contemplate the divine word.  Truth breaks through the 
darkness of faulty beliefs that we misplace our trust in.  We deviate from the truth when 
we believe that sinful activities are edifying or life building. Sin believes a lie. It is salt 
water to the thirsty. When we lust and sin, we falsely believe we are satisfying a thirst, 
but we drink the salt that only dehydrates us more. Eventually, we die, turn to dust and 
go down into a graceless and loveless hell where no life or peace exists. Through prayer 
we can be salvaged from our passions and desires that destroy our soul and eventually 
our bodies. 
 
     Prayer is our breastplate of righteousness, as it alters our thoughts and decision 
making to do that which just, right, balanced, fair. We are called to be holy, to act with 
integrity, dignity and equality.  Through Christ we are declared righteous, or justified 
(justifiable), and through prayer, we are led in the paths of righteousness. 
 
     Prayer is our readiness to live in a non-peaceful world with war that is on for our 
souls because it trains us in the truth of the announcement that Christ’s kingdom has 
made peace between God and man. Our forgiveness and healing is possible. 
 
     Prayer shields us in faith, confidence, strength, resolve that quenches each attack of 
the evil one on us and overcomes the kingdom of the world with the kingdom of Christ. 



It salvages us from the sin that crushes us and gives us the mind of the god of this world 
instead of the mind of Christ. It is the weapon that conquers doubt, tears down 
kingdoms, outlasts tribulations and defeats temptation with the word of God. 
 
     We can keep from falling away, leaving the faith, or denying our Lord if we put on this 
armor by…praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that 
end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints... 
 
     The call to pray is the call for the endurance of the saints. His desire is that he might 
keep us and not lose any of us. 
 
2 They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming 
when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God. 3 And they 
will do these things because they have not known the Father, nor me. 4 But I have said 
these things to you, that when their hour comes you may remember that I told them to 
you. “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 5 
But now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you 
going?’6 But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 7 
Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not 
go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 
 
     Here, the Lord specifically addresses what will happen to the disciples immediately 
following His death and resurrection. All this came true within days and just a few 
decades for many of His followers. 
 
8 And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and 
judgment: 9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; 10 concerning 
righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; 11 concerning 
judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.12 “I still have many things to 
say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 When the Spirit of truth 
comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own 
authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things 
that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to 
you.15 All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine 
and declare it to you. 
 

Transactional salvation and sanctification (the cleansing and setting apart that 
we need to be holy as God is holy) leads us to a very short Christianity with a lot of life 
left in the middle waiting for the end to come where we enter a supposed Heaven where 



we are all suddenly and completely fully mature in faith.  We are taught to never look 
back and keep our eyes on the future, but these chapters lead to a determined focus on 
the day today. Christ is clear here that He is teaching them some key skeletal structure 
faith lessons that are necessary to their “not falling away”.  He is also clear that not only 
can He not teach them all things now, but they can’t bear it.  They don’t have the mental 
or spiritual capacity to understand it.  They can’t apply all that wisdom.  There are 
things that Peter can’t grasp, maybe for another 30 to 60 days, maybe in 3 to 6 years 
after studying some things he explained were “hard” in Paul’s writing, or maybe not 
until the time of his death.  
 

There is no 12 week lesson plan that transfers enough knowledge to us to make us 
holy. Teaching alone doesn’t cleanse us of our sin and sinful habits. It doesn’t bend and 
ultimately break our wills and desires. Christ knows that when He leaves, if they practice 
these things, the Spirit will guide, open eyes, train, discipline and cause them to add to 
their faith. Anger may take months to overcome, and it may take years to perfect. 
 

The Spirit of God is the revealer of truths. He causes us to understand and turn 
our hearts toward the will of God. He brings, through Christ, the fruit of the Spirit that 
the Father wishes to see as he recreates us in the image and likeness of the zenith of 
human existence, Jesus Christ, who was the fullness of man - fully alive. While lessons 
on prayer can last weeks and months, only through the skeletal knowledge of prayer can 
the Spirit train us in prayer because until He teaches us, we don’t know how we ought to 
pray.  He searches the deep truths of God and enlightens us as He utters prayers 
through us. We cooperate with God and our prayers become His words as the union of 
the two becomes more manifest. Soon we are praying for His will because it has become 
our will and for His kingdom because we hunger and thirst for it. 
 

As we abide in Christ through prayer, the Spirit will teach us about the things to 
come - our end, the end of the wicked, the end of the evil one, the end of the age, of the 
world, of death - and He will teach us how we fit into the body, the bride of Christ. 
 
16 “A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while, and you will 
see me.” 17 So some of his disciples said to one another, “What is this that he says to us, 
‘A little while, and you will not see me, and again a little while, and you will see 
me’;and, ‘because I am going to the Father’?” 18 So they were saying, “What does he 
mean by ‘a little while’? We do not know what he is talking about.” 19 Jesus knew that 
they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Is this what you are asking yourselves, 
what I meant by saying, ‘A little while and you will not see me, and again a little while 
and you will see me’? 20 Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, 



but the world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn 
into joy. 21 When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has 
come, but when she has delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for 
joy that a human being has been born into the world. 22 So also you have sorrow now, 
but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy 
from you. 
 

The Lord is speaking here of His death and resurrection. 
 

Birth, travail, sorrow, joy are all very common illustrations that the Teacher uses. 
Remember again that process. There is no immediate manifested kingdom that stomps 
on the throat of Rome, but through travail and sorrow, our Lord has chained the evil one 
and paraded him in open shame, triumphing over him. Through birth pangs, you will be 
perfected, you will grow, you will learn. Through labor and tribulation you will enter 
into the kingdom of Heaven.  This takes time, effort, commitment and dedication by 
abiding in Christ in prayer. 
 
23 In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask 
of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. 24 Until now you have asked nothing 
in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. 
 

For the fifth and sixth time in three chapters, Christ compels us to ask for 
something from the Father and guarantees our reception of such requests.  John will 
remember this later when he writes to the church that we have confidence that anything 
we ask according to His will, He hears and gives to us. 
 
25 “I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I will 
no longer speak to you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father. 26 
In that day you will ask in my name, and I do not say to you that I will ask 
the Father on your behalf; 27 for the Father himself loves you, because you 
have loved me and have believed that I came from God. 28 I came from the Father and 
have come into the world, and now I am leaving the world and going to the Father.” 
 

This is the seventh and final time we are told to ask and receive what we ask for. 
How confident must we be here. May the Spirit, maybe slowly, but surely and deeply 
train us in assurance that we might ask and be guaranteed to receive all things necessary 
and desire to grow closer to the Father, to bear fruit, to gain eternal life, to cleanse from 
sin, to call down repentance for brothers, to receive gifts for the benefit of the church. 
 



Let’s review these six calls to prayer over three chapters of Christ’s final recorded 
dissertation to His closest followers. 
 
* John 14:12-4 tells us twice to ask so that in receiving the ability to live like Christ, the 
Father is glorified (magnified, made much of) in the Son. Ask anything and Christ 
Himself will do it. 
* John 15:7 tells us to ask the Father as we abide so that the fruit of the Spirit can be 
made manifest in us in order for the Father to be glorified in us, proving that we are 
Christ’s disciples 
* John 15:16 tells us to ask as we are bearing fruit in the world for anything from the 
Father in Christ’s name that is necessary to accomplish our tasks. 
* John 16:23-24 tells us two more times that we can directly go to the Father to receive 
what we need in a hostile world in order for our joy to be full. 
* John 16:26-27 tells us that we can ask the Father for anything because He doesn’t love 
only Christ. He loves us as we love Christ. 
 
     It’s hard to imagine - with seven direct calls to prayer in these 3 chapters followed by 
a chapter following wherein Christ spends the entirety praying back to the Father all the 
things that He just taught the disciples - that we can overstate the promise and necessity 
of prayer.  To the best of my ability I will attempt to overstate it below, but I believe that 
even this falls short of how seriously Christ desired for us to abide with Him in prayer. 
 

We saw how John chapter 15 took a turn for the serious. While John 14 really 
revealed the comforting love and compassion of the Father to us to invite and allow us to 
dwell with Him in union with Christ and the Holy Spirit, John 15 begins to tells us, 
lovingly still, how the Father desires to bring forth His will into the earthly realm from 
the Heavenly realm through us as He did with Jesus.  We heard Him say that He no 
longer calls us servants, simply followers of His tenants of faith or actors on a stage of 
morality. No, we are now friends; friends who know every thing that the Father is doing, 
how He is doing, why, when and where. We are friends that know the way and are the 
agents of it.  We are now partners and colaborers.  God is bringing the kingdom of 
Heaven to Earth, by His Spirit, through Christ, in us.  We are not spectators in a religion 
but participants in a royal announcement. The kingdom of Heaven is near, and we are 
it’s ambassadors, citizens, kings and priests. 
 

But Christ informs us that abiding in Christ is not an extra benefit for the 
uber-spiritual. Abiding is a necessity - water, oxygen, sunlight - to the branch. God does 
not say, “Serve me or die.” He tells us that He is the source of life, and to be detached 
from it, is certain death. There is no life outside the Father. There is no vine to attach to 



outside of Christ. As with the progressive time based sanctification mentioned above, so 
too, death is slow death with many opportunities to awake to Christ and drink of His 
living water.  To be dead spiritually is only the precursor, the hidden cancer that has not 
yet announced to us that we are already on borrowed time. The wicked, the rebel, the 
unrighteous may grow in wealth, power, glory and pleasure, rendering the Christian 
mind to thoughts that his supposed kingdom of God truly IS nothing greater than a 
mustard seed.  But the wicked are not so. They are like the dust, and with one breath are 
cast aside from the earth, not simply as judgment, but because there is no life in their 
bones. 
 
Without me, you can do nothing. 
 

To paraphrase, there is nothing of eternal or lasting value that can be done 
outside of direct attachment to Christ. There is no contact with the Father other than 
through Christ. There is no truth that is not Christ’s, no life that is not in Him, no 
knowledge that is not from Him and no wisdom that is not through Him. 
 

To be sure, there will be objections.  “Many non Christians do good deeds.” 
Certainly many do good in the name of something other than Christ.  For this objection I 
have three rebuttals. One, fruit that remains come from Christ. Hungry people must be 
fed, but Christ feeds the hunger of belly and soul. This lasts and remains. Two, all truth 
is Christ’s truth. You cannot do something that is good that doesn’t not belong to Him. If 
it is good, it is because it proceeds from His goodness. He defines good. You cannot 
separate Him from good. Three, I believe this is a misreading of the passage. 
 

Christ is speaking to believers. He is teaching his disciples about their next steps. 
He is informing them that they are not embarking on a temporal, physical realm 
journey. They are entering a spiritual battle to do work for a spiritual kingdom.  They 
themselves cannot withstand the enemy unless Christ Himself does the labor through 
them. They alone cannot get any victory unless Christ Himself does the fighting. They 
cannot do any of the things they have seen and heard and have been challenged to do 
without Christ. This is not a allegorical point.  This is not a point of affirmation.  This is 
not to say, “We can’t do it without Christ,” to which someone responds, “You’re correct,” 
because they acknowledge the factual supremacy of Christ.  This is like saying to a 4 year 
old, “You can't change that flat tire without me,” and the 4 year goes out to change the 
tire thinking, "You know, without dad, I couldn’t change this tire. Good thing I have a 
great dad. Now let me go change this tire.” He actually can’t. It’s not possible unless his 
dad physically comes to his aide.  
 



If we attempt anything of eternal value without Christ, we cannot do it.  At the 
same time, all things that we do that are true and good, are by nature, of Christ because 
he is the source of truth and good. 
 

Again I say that prayer and its necessity can not be overstated.  We cannot clear 
our minds of these sometimes difficult verses because they stand against our 
presupposed thoughts on salvation. Christ is clear that salvation without prayer, regular 
prayer, is not a viable doctrine. 
 

Let’s battle the rebuttals first before we go on any further. “Are you saying that 
prayer is necessary to salvation?” Yes.  Just like I would say that baptism is necessary to 
salvation, as is confession, as is church participation.  Do not mistake the doctrine here. 
Prayer and the amount of it that you practice does not earn you the right to eternal life. 
Neither does baptism.  What I am saying is that a man has a heart and lungs and blood 
and all those things make up his “life”.  Life then consists of those things while at the 
same time, it is not true to say that if you hold a heart in your hand, or a lung or a liter of 
blood that you hold life in your hands. 

 
Prayer will not save you, but prayer will save you.  A lung will not of itself create 

life, but there is no life without the lungs. In an effort to promote “Christ alone” faith, we 
deny the necessities of what it means to follow Christ. We often strain for exceptions to 
the rule as opposed to the rule.  In a book full of examples where Christians are told to 
strive, to hold on, to not fall away, to work out, to seek, to war against our flesh, how can 
anyone sit comfortably at the table of knowledge that Christ has laid out for us, knowing 
full well that we have ignored some portion of it, and fully expect to have attained 
salvation? 

 
We must, like John told us in his later letter, be confident that we can know that 

we have eternal life, while at the say time take on the warning not to be presumptuous. 
We may know that eternal life is guaranteed by Christ. There is no shadow of turning, no 
changing of the mind, no possibility of fault or of failure on His part. But I must never 
assume, like the Pharisees, that I have some heritage or establishment of myself to rest 
in. Rest only in Christ and his promise to give eternal life. Never rest in my 
accomplishment of it. Tomorrow I may fall away. Today I may obey my flesh. 

 
I contest that being a good soldier is less about fighting the enemy or fighting for 

the cause of the gospel and is more about fighting the tendency of our own wandering. 
 



If we are to conquer sin in our lives, we must pray. If we are to bend to the will of 
God, we must pray. If we are to repent, we must pray. If we are to know Christ, we must 
pray. If we are to grow, we must pray. Pray to attain the gifts. Pray to be taught of the 
Spirit. Pray for your brothers if they are to live. Pray for kings. Pray for peace. Pray for 
wisdom. Pray for open doors. Pray for unity. Pray for all things. 

 
There is no spirituality where there is no prayer. No exceptions. No deviations. 

The demons know who God is and tremble. As should we. 
 
29 His disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not using figurative 
speech! 30 Now we know that you know all things and do not need anyone to question 
you; this is why we believe that you came from God.” 31 Jesus answered them, “Do you 
now believe? 32 Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you 
will be scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I am 
not alone, for the Father is with me. 33 I have said these things to you, that in me 
you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have 
overcome the world.” 
 

Christ, living as our perfect example, shows that all things are possible because 
hope exists. His hope is his unity with the Father that he has taught us now for three 
chapters. When he says that he is not alone, he is telling us what prayer is like for him. 
 

He recognizes the presence of the Father at all times. His heart and mind are so 
in tune to God that wherever he may be, his true self has pierced through the earthly 
matrix to exist in relationship with the Father in heaven. 


