
When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and 

said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 

 

As we close the final section of Jesus’ ultimate guide to everything the Father 

gave him to do, we come to the ultimate appendix to Jesus’ dissertation by reading the 

prayer He closes with.  This prayer isn’t one like the Lord’s Prayer that we see him giving 

after the disciples say, “Lord, teach us to pray.” After all this teaching, we see the 

practice of prayer as opposed to more teaching on prayer.  

Let’s recap how we got here.  Jesus knows his time is almost up, and he is soon to 

be betrayed and killed.  Now he decides to take his most trusted group of disciples and 

give them his final thesis.  Peter is afraid, as are the other disciples, Jesus knows this, 

and determines to calm their spirits and give them confidence in the next phase of his 

kingdom journey by revealing the deepest and most essential truths that he has received 

from the Father. 

This series of chapters cannot be taken seriously enough.  What Jesus tells his 

disciples is the core of knowledge concerning everything that the Almighty desires for 

mankind, how He intends to bring it to pass, guarantee of divine assistance if we chose 

to follow, consequences of choosing death over life, expression of love for humanity, 

promise of eternal life and and understanding of what the kingdom of God is.  Jesus 

essentially teaches philosophy to his disciples. This isn’t Christian philosophy, but 

universal truth that transcends all other schools of thought concerning the identity of 

man, his true purpose and the calling in the world. 

Christianity has extremes that move it from its central teaching.  One of those 

teachings comes from the Puritan school of thought.  That school desperately despises 

all things physical and temporal, trading them solely for the things of spiritual and 

heavenly realms.  The other school of thought comes from American Evangelicalism that 

teaches such concepts as “social justice”, or a total focus on the physical realm, denying 

the need for the mystical.  Both ideas, living in the spiritual realm and fighting for the 

justice of humans who, say, need their chains broken or wounds bound up, are valid and 

valuable to the kingdom.  The problem comes when they deny the necessity of the other 

or, in some cases, live together in a cognitive dissonance in which the average church 

member fails to realize he lives.  What we find are Christians that despise the physical 

realm, deem it unsalvageable, reject all things “common” as Peter did before being told 

to kill and eat, and watch the world burn as they sing “I’ll Fly Away”.  At the same time 



they are living in the future hope of heaven, they deny the spiritual as well and focus all 

their time on “doing good works”.  Whether it’s evangelism or church work days or 

following the Christianese concepts of separation from the world, they do good deeds 

night and day. Prayer meetings are meager misnomers as prayer is the smallest 

fragment of the hour. Sermons are often much worse as they contain exceedingly fewer 

and fewer verses while growing longer and longer in the preacher’s own bloviating. 

Where then does God ever interact with man? Where does man ever interact with God? 

All this time, they have completely missed out on the mystical, spiritual heartbeat 

of Christianity.  Christ’s time in these last few chapters has been spent on meticulously 

explaining the benefit and necessity of dwelling in unity with the Godhead.  Dwelling - 

not believing in, claiming, teaching, describing, Facebooking or otherwise - dwelling 

with God is the core of Christianity.  This is not passive but active.  Our church week is 

all too often multiple services, events, meetings and more while our personal Christian 

activity is an atrophied (if that) strained breathing at the limited spiritual oxygen we 

may allow into the room. 

What we have here is a Christ who knows that even his own teaching is invalid 

and null if not covered in prayer.  If he does not pray, his mind cannot grasp or 

understand what he needs to bring to his disciples. If he does not pray, he is powerless 

in teaching it.  If he does not pray, he knows that even he may fall away from the 

Father’s will. And after he teaches is all, he brings it to the Father requesting that the 

Father give the grace necessary to bring it all to pass.  Jesus knows that the raising of the 

heart and mind to God is life blood, oxygen, sunlight, and without it we are unable to 

know God, experience God and fulfill his will. 

 

2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all 

whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life,that they know you, the 

only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 

 

The Anglican tradition has a very powerful moment when someone enters the 

church in membership. They stand before the church and are asked, “What is your 

hope?”  Among other questions they essentially ask, why are you here? Why are you 

coming into the church this day? What are you hoping for? 

And the answer given back is beautifully, “That I may have eternal life in Christ.” 



The answer is quite simple and isn’t very surprising.  There are no new words 

here, but at the same time the phrase is infinitely profound.  As a new entrant into the 

church, I am here because I seek eternal life in the person of Jesus Christ.  They do not 

say that they seek heaven or afterlife or forgiveness of sins or a place to connect with the 

body.  And thankfully, unlike so many market driven churches in America they don’t say 

that they seek a good youth program for their kids or a place in the neighborhood that 

accepts them as they are. 

We do not walk in the oldness of the letter of the law but in the newness of life 

through the Spirit. Our gift is eternal life. We are given a new life, a new quality of life, a 

new identity in life. The life we live is not our own life, but the life of Christ. We live his 

life.  We are alive in him, seated in heavenly places, unified with the Father through the 

Son.  

Jesus says here that the essence of eternal life, no the reality of eternal life, is 

knowing Christ and the Father that sent him.  To be perfectly blunt, a man who does not 

actively pursue Jesus and have personal experiential knowledge of him and of the 

Father would have a difficult time proving to me through some other scriptural evidence 

that he has eternal life, or salvation, as he might describe it. 

In the reverse, a person who understands prayer and abiding in Christ is a person 

who also understands he is living eternal life.  Do not assume that eternity with Christ 

will be all that structurally different than a life of prayer here on earth.  The plan of God 

has always been dwell with and in his people until all the earth is filled with his glory. 

 

4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you 

gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory 

that I had with you before the world existed. 6 “I have manifested your name to 

the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they were, and you gave 

them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything that you 

have given me is from you. 8 For I have given them the words that you gave me, and 

they have received them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and 

they have believed that you sent me. 

 

The work Jesus came to do was reveal the Creator.  The ancients worshipped many 

gods, false gods.  The moderns view god as a being within the created universe.  Jesus 

came to reveal the I AM, he who is and was and is to come. Jesus brings the Father to us, 



and brings us to the Father.  He manifested the Father’s name to us. We now know him 

and his will.  We know how he sees us, why he made us, what he wants from us. John 

14-16 is clear on each of those parts. 

See here though, that through relationship with Christ and his words, we come to 

an understanding of and knowledge of the Father.  This again is prayer and abiding in 

his words. 

 

 9 I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those 

whom you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours 

are mine, and I am glorified in them. 11 And I am no longer in the world, but they are 

in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, 

which you have given me, that they may be one,even as we are one. 12 While I 

was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have guarded 

them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture 

might be fulfilled. 

 

The intercession of Jesus for his disciples follows, and Jesus has five requests. 

Beating a dead horse here, I remind the reader that Jesus Christ himself knows that 

without divine intervention achieved through prayer, the following five requests will not 

come to pass. 

First, he asks the Father to keep them.  We know he already said to the disciples 

that he told them all this in order to keep them from falling away. Here he asks the 

Father to intervene.  Teach them with your spirit, fill them with your love, call them, 

speak to them, lead them so that they stay. 

And why? That we who believe in him may be one; as loving and united as the 

Father and the Son are one. Jesus’ premier thought of us is that we might experience the 

same love that he and the Father share. 

 

 13 But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they 

may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 
 

His second request is near the first.  He asks the Father to grant that in speaking 

these things and coming to him, we might have his joy.  Joy is not simply happiness or 

emotional elation. Joy is a mind that is settled in a future hope or a present condition. 



To the person in Christ, the future is sure if we endure and the present is always one of 

grace, mercy and love whenever and to whatever degree we need it. 

Joy is guaranteed to the person who turns to God often, who does the will of God 

and who seeks union with him.  Note that joy is beyond the circumstance of the world or 

the condition of our temporal lives. Joy is promised regardless our surroundings, not 

temporarily as the world system can give us but weighty and real and lasting. 

Joy is what happens in our heart each time we say yes to the will of God, be it in 

repentance, faith, or works. Remember Mary, the Mother of our Lord, when the angel 

came to her with a heavy task to accomplish and her response was, Let it happen to me 

(or Let it be) just as you have described it. Mary said yes, and from that yes, she sang, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 

This is joy. 

 

 14 I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are 

not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask that you take them 

out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one.1 16 They are not of 

the world, just as I am not of the world. 

 

Jesus himself prays a bit of the prayer that he taught us to pray in his third request. 

Christians are so quick to be delivered out of the world, to fly away as we said before. 

They almost despise this place that God repeatedly called good as he created it.  They 

curse the darkness and declare it a lost cause forgetting that we, those in Christ, are the 

salt that makes this earth redeemable and savorable.  We are the light that the darkness 

cannot overcome.  And so the Lord asks not that we would be taken out of this good 

world, but that the world’s system, led by the evil one, would not overcome us. 

Deliver us from evil that we may work for your kingdom. Deliver us from whatever 

would deceive us and draw us away from you. 

 

 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into 

the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sake I consecrate 

myself,3 that they also may be sanctified in truth. 
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Christ knows that through his relationship and closeness to the Father he was sent 

into this world. He then sends his disciples into the world in the same way.  He desires 

their closeness to the Father. In the same vein, he says that for those that would follow 

him, he first set himself apart or consecrated himself for their good. He desires that his 

disciples be set apart from the cares and systems of this world for God’s will and work. 

How we think we can be consecrated for God’s purpose without regularly being in his 

presence to be trained and cleansed, I do not know. 

The method is through the truth which is revealed by the word of God. Remember 

that truth is not simply that which is right and not wrong, but that which is real and 

tangible, right minded and not without reason, lasting and permanent, effective, 

efficient.  The word of the Lord is not morally preferable but existentially necessary. 

Jesus is asking the Father in his fourth request to set us apart in truth, through truth, for 

truth.  This prayer is answered as we abide in his word to meditate and contemplate it. 

 

20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me 

through their word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, 

and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have 

sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be 

one even as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly 

one,so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved 

me. 

 

Jesus breaks the fourth wall, as it were, and here prayers for us specifically as the 

current readers. Not only for John and Peter, but for all those that believe when John 

and Peter preach does he prayer. Today you and I believe because of the word that was 

handed down to us; a word that began to go out into all the world when these men began 

to preach. 

 

 24 Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be 

with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me 

before the foundation of the world. 

 

His final request was made obvious in all the preceding chapters.  Father, let them 

be where I am. This is not future tense or abstract. Paul understands this when he tells 



us we are raised with him and seated with him in heavenly places. When we pray, we are 

with him, really and surely and not figuratively. He promised us so many times already 

to ask and abide and dwell, and here he prays that it would all come to pass. 

 

 25 O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know you, 

and these know that you have sent me. 26 I made known to them your name, and I 

will continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me 

may be in them, and I in them.” 

 

Though we may compete with the theories and philosophies of this world and 

though we may write endless and important apologetics, every why must ultimately be 

explained, because he loves us. Father, hallowed be thy name. 

 


