
Philippians Introduction - Happy Together 
 
How to name this series?  Think of all the famous verses in this book. 

-Being confident of this very thing 
-For me to live is Christ 
-Striving together 
-Let this mind be in you 
-God also hath highly exalted Him 
-I count all things but loss 
-The peace of God, which passeth all understanding 
-If there be any virtue 
-Whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content 
-I can do all things through Christ 
-God shall supply all your need 

 
I find more than anything, Paul has a natural reaction to everything. Paul’s action, request,               
command, response is “Rejoice”. But Paul doesn’t require rejoicing, his life results in rejoicing.              
He sees reason to rejoice.  That result is based in 3:10 
 

“That I may know Him...” 
 
There is no education in the book of Philippians outside of first knowing Christ; having His                
presence in all we do. Without it, Paul seems to be simply begging Christians to be happy in                  
the hard times.  Empty, hollow rhetoric.  Paul first had “won” Christ.  All else stemmed from that. 
 
Reasons to rejoice: 

1. Because we all have the same mission from Christ 1:4-5 
2. Because my struggles only happened because I was preaching Christ 1:18 
3. Because I get to be with you again to preach Christ 1:27 
4. Because we are one family in Christ 2:2 
5. Because our mission is so valuable 2:16 
6. Because if I die over making you follower of  Christ, it was worth it 2:17-18 
7. Because God healed your pastor 2:28 
8. Because you’ve been saved through Christ 3:1 
9. Because we lean not on ourselves but on Christ 
10. Because you’re going to live forever with Christ 4:4 
11. Because I have brothers and sisters that love me through Christ 4:10 

 
Paul’s rejoicing was based on three pillars that span the book. 

1. For me to live is Christ. Christ is my center point 
2. Strive together for the gospel. We are together for Christ 
3. Christ strengthens me. Christ works through us 
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In these three pillars, we have joy because Christ creates it and unity because Christ is the thing                  
that unites us. (Talk about what doesn’t unite us - styles programs music status cliques) 
 
Philippians explains Simple Christianity 

Identity - 1:21 For me to live is Christ 
Worship - 2:9-11 ...Every knee should bow... 
Community - 3:16-17 ...follower together...same rule 
Mission- 1:5, 1:12, 1:18, 1:27, 3:9, 4:3 

 
The Philippian Background 
 

-It was the chief (first main city) at the entrance of Greece (macedonia) from the East. 
-It was a Roman colony, not just a territory.  Very closely connected to Caesar. 

 
Acts 16 

The Holy Spirit gives Paul the direction to leave the Asian peninsula (Turkey) and cross               
into Macedonia (Greece). 
13 - River was a free area in the empire that Jews could meet to pray and talk. It’s like a                     
free speech zone in China. Paul goes to meet with those that are present (Emmanuel -                
incarnational) 
14 - Lydia, a woman of Philippi, was the first convert. Notice, whose heart the Lord                
opened. (Remember the parables. How does the Kingdom grow?) We aren’t called to             
program, convince or otherwise. We are called to speak the truth in darkness and see               
whose heart the Lord opens. 
15 - Lydia invites the church into her home. Notice that the church forms around the                
disciples. 
19-24 - Paul is imprisoned in Philippi. Why? Transformations began affecting the city.             
Church attendance only affects the traffic flow on a Sunday morning. 

 
GOSPEL ENGAGEMENT 

25 - Prayed and sang praises together (two or three is the basic unit of the church) 
28 - Natural compassion. Real converts naturally love other people. I’m amazed at how              
quickly we meet other Christians and label them or criticize them. 
30 - What must I do to be saved? We say casually, “Well, that ain’t happening                
anymore.” Maybe it’s because we aren’t standing in places where there’s darkness            
singing and praising God. 
31 - Gospel focus 
32 - Continued to his household 
33 -  To see Real Gospel transformation - Stick with Simple Christianity 

Identity - 28 - No harm: we are all here 
 

Worship - 25 - Prayed and sang praise (in their struggle = worship) and              
the prisoners heard 
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Community - 25 - Paul and Silas together being Christians together 
 
Mission - 26 - Great God 

30 - Great Sin 
31 - Great Saviour 
32 - Great Response (through 34) 

-THIS is transformation. This is how the gospel        
spreads.  Light in darkness.  Salt.  Seed in soil. 

 
Discuss the 5 minute community: People w/in 5 minutes walking, business w/in 5 minutes              
driving. 

-Find it 
-Pray for them 
-Go to them 

 
What is noticeable in the story of the Philippian church plant concerning the two families that we                 
see start the church? 

-Lydia, a wealthy business woman 
-Jailor, unnamed sworn enemy who imprisoned and harmed Paul and Silas 

 
* How can these be drawn together? How can Paul minister to both? The external was                

invisible in the radiance of Jesus, his view of himself was humbled in the radiance of Jesus, the                  
views of the jailor and Lydia were blurred in the radiance of Jesus. 

| 
-->The church must be on mission which means it blurs its personality in view of               

Christ’s redeeming mission 
 
Reason for Paul’s writing to the Philippians 
 

-Paul was imprisoned at the time of the writing while in Rome 
-Epaphroditus, a leading pastor, was sent to bring gifts to Paul, but gets sick. Word gets                

back to Philippi and they sent another group to tell of their concern. 
- At the time of this writing, Philippi was the poorest of Paul’s church but the most liberal                  

in their giving.  Why?  The same reason that Paul rejoices.  Christ was so valuable to them. 
-They were one of Paul’s smallest and slowest growing churches. Only found in two              

homes to meet. 
-They were being persecuted.  (This is any Satanic attack in a church) 

 
Paul writes to them while in prison for three primary reasons: 

1. Thankfulness for the gifts 
2. Command to be united 
3. Emphasis of joy when Christ is our centerpiece 
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Philippians Outline 
 
This book is stating clearly, when Christ is what I’m describing Him to be (the four categories                 
below), you will be unified, effective, active, and happy. 
 
This book destroys the idea amongst churches that describe suffering as a trial from God, time                
to work harder, God wanting to see what you’re made of.  (Stay on the “made of” concept) 
 
Why do I have joy and have unity with ALL the saints? 

I. Christ is my life - Chapter 1 
II. Christ is my example - Chapter 2 
III. Christ is my reward - Chapter 3 
IV. Christ is my strength -Chapter 4 

 
At the end of each section of Paul’s letter, we see another reason that, when enacted in our                  
lives, we are capable of being “happy together”. 
 
Philippians Chapter 1 
 
Paul’s Introduction to Unity and Joy - 1:1-2 
 
Verse 1 

1. In 1st and 2nd Cor., Colossians, Ephesians, both Timothys, Titus (and Peter says             
in both Peters), Paul addresses himself as an Apostle of Jesus. Here he addresses himself as                
a servant of Jesus Christ. Paul knows the difference between preaching and telling people to               
follow the things that they’d “SEEN and heard in” him. To preach on unity, he must first lay a                   
foundation of servanthood. We all must consider ourselves the servants of Christ as well as               
seeing the people around us as servants of Christ. There is no hierarchy. Paul gives a hint at                  
the first summary of the book of Philippians: Unity and Joy come from all us being servants                 
and all of us being servants of Christ. 
 
Verse 2 

1. Grace and Peace is the Apostle’s greeting. Peace, joy, etc. was common as a              
greeting at this time in Rome, Greek and the Hebrew nation. Grace and Peace is a specific                 
greeting from Paul in that it is more than a hope or wish for a person. They are a collective                    
guaranteed benefit for the Christian based on the qualifier of the One it is promised. 

2. Grace and Peace combined: Grace (charis-thanks, favor, joy) is the divine favor            
that God has bestowed on the Christian. It is unmerited. It is promised. It is the preface to                  
God’s letter. One need not question or fear the contents of the following letter. This isn’t a letter                  
marked “IRS” whose contents are yet to be known. This is a letter arriving on December 23rd                 
from a family member with a little sticker on the back flap reading “JOY”. You already know the                  
contents. You already know the letter is a small token of unity, joy, family, season’s greetings.                
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No Christmas or birthday letter ever hides within it a foreclosure notice or negative results of a                 
CAT scan. Grace defines the Christian’s life. God’s favor reigns. God’s letter starts by              
immediately telling us, “Fear not,” just the same as on the night of Christ’s birth. “GOD IS                 
HERE. Fear not.” We needn’t question the following 4 chapters because they are all coated in                
grace.  They are all prefaced with favor and divine love.  

3. Peace is the result of knowing that we have God’s grace. Most Christians don’t              
live in peace because they don’t have settled in their heart that they have God’s grace. Grace is                  
misdefined as simply “God’s help to do good” or is qualified by saying that we have God’s grace                  
and therefore, “owe Him something” only to be submitted back into fear and doubt, wondering               
whether or not we are in good standing with our Heavenly Judge Who should be our Father.                 
Christians will not know Christ’s shalom peace (rest, completeness, wholeness), until they know             
they have grace from the Father. Grace and peace go hand in hand because grace is free and                  
therefore peace can’t be qualified by our own concerns that we aren’t Christian enough.              
Whatever state you are in, Paul says later in the book, be content. What Christian life are you                  
living? Are you living as a new creature, worshipping God, walking with your new family while                
being always on mission? That is Christ being formed in you. Don’t fear your standing or your                 
position. Do not compare yourself to others or the standard of others. Before he knew all the                 
people he was talking to, he still declared to them “all”, “Grace and peace.” 

4. From God our Father: Paul isn’t the author of this blessing. Paul isn’t coming to               
the persecuted and saying, “my thoughts and prayers are with you.” Paul defers directly to the                
God of the universe by authority of the Holy Spirit and says, “From God your loving Father, favor                  
and peace.” He brings a different comfort. This isn’t a human comfort; it is a direct promise                 
from none other than the source of grace and the only one Who could bring permanent lasting                 
peace - The Creator.  

5. By calling Him “our Father,” Paul conveys a loving unconditional gift. When Clay             
Reed offered me help in planting our church, he was extremely kind. Often someone would               
say, “how do you know him?” or, “what did you do to get into his group?” Would you ever ask                    
that when hearing about a gift from a father to a son? No one ever, after hearing that a father                    
took his son to a picnic, bought him a new bike or helped him pay for college would say, “What                    
did you do to get into his group?” or “how do you know him?” “Father” is a self explanatory                   
term. Grace? From Who? My Father. Then it must not have been earned or deserved. It must                 
be grace. 

6. And from our Lord Jesus Christ, because He came “bringing grace and truth,”             
and is the Prince of Peace. He made peace between God and man. He brought good tidings of                  
great joy to man. He brought goodwill to man. God is not an ambiguous being Who wishes                 
good upon all mankind because we are “all God’s children.” God sent grace and ordained               
peace through His Son Jesus. By Jesus we receive Grace and by Him being our life and center                  
we have the peace which passes all understanding. We must believe that grace is ours, focus                
on Jesus and not ourselves and grace and peace is ours to have. A church filled with grace and                   
peace that focuses on Christ above all things is careful to not accidentally have something that                
seems important actually replace Christ. No one can bicker when Christ is central. When Christ               
is secondary to something that APPEARS Christ central, we may bicker. In an effort to win                
Montgomery, we may focus on making sure everyone is organized to serve within Montgomery.              
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What have we done but make Montgomery the center-piece ON BEHALF of Christ? If we fight                
over a time, a method, a procedure, a style, a preference, we are fighting over just that. We                  
must not deceive ourselves by assuming we are defending or exalting Christ when we are               
simply exalting our personal issues. A church knowing that grace is from God alone               
through Christ alone can’t be divided (unity) and has joy in knowing that none deserve               
but all have. 

 
Paul’s Thoughts and Prayers for the Church - 1:3-11 
Verse 3 

1. When each person lives as the servant of Jesus Christ (verse 1) and not the               
carnal Christian of Corinth, it is must easier to cultivate unity. Jesus never once cause grief.                
Live Christ-centered, servant filled lives so that the others within might say, “In seeing Christ in                
you toward me, every remembrance of you makes me thankful I have you.” 

2. Paul’s initial thought of the people wasn’t not one that questioned their spiritual             
priorities, condition, growth, progress, etc. Paul, as Christ was thankful in the garden for all that                
God had given Him (even Judas who He admitted He later lost), is thankful for all the saints.                  
Only when Jesus is our unifier can we be unconditionally thankful for those God has given us                 
whether they be great or small, new or old, strong or weak, on board or wavering. I tell people                   
about Jesus, and these have received Him. For that, I am thankful. I don’t care who they are or                   
what they are. I care only that we are together as friends for one reason, we both have placed                   
our faith in Christ...which reminds me of Christ...which brings me joy. Thankfulness, joy and              
grace come from the same greek word “charis”. Thankfulness and joy are inseparable. If              
the church is serving each other (vs 1) in a way that leaves thankfulness with the one                 
served, they are united and full of charis, thankfulness or joy. 

 
Verse 4 

1. Paul’s natural response to the thought of others was praying for them. Praying             
for ALL those that are the church and being thankful for them simply because we both                
have the commonality of Jesus as Saviour results in unity and joy. No one can be thankful                 
and in prayer while being bitter and divisive. 
 
Verse 5 

1. He expresses what he is so thankful for. They have fellowship together in the              
gospel. We have each received the same good news. We have prayed together, moved each               
other into new homes, advised each other, golfed with each other. We have witnessed to               
others, studied the Bible, shared stories of things God had done. Why? because we have all                
sinned and come short of the glory of God. Because we all came to understand that our sins                  
had the payment of death. Because we all heard that Christ came to redeem us from the curse                  
and that He would be the propitiation for our sins through His blood. Because we all understood                 
the power of His resurrection and because we knew that by receiving Him He gave us the                 
power to become the sons of God. Because of the Gospel. We have fellowship in the Gospel.                 
We have no fellowship in our pedigrees, races or histories. We have no fellowship in works that                 
we have done. We have fellowship in His gospel (1:5), His Spirit (2:1), and His sufferings                
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(3:10). 
2. It is good for Christians to be together, not for the purpose of fulfilling duties,               

counting numbers or performing a show. It is good because it is time to reinforce our common                 
fellowship. It is a time to build up our remembrance of why we are here, why we are together,                   
what we are assembled for. It’s not just to promote church growth, but to promote personal                
growth with God. Why have meals with others in the church? Why spend time together? It                
causes us to remember, like Paul, what brought us together. A life around Christians, with               
Christians, for Christians makes it natural to also spend time with the Christ of Christianity. A                
life absent of those in fellowship with the gospel makes it easy to also leave out fellowship with                  
Christ. A desire to be around other Christians outside of a church service is a sign that reveals                  
how much of a desire you have to be around Christ outside of a church service. Our fellowship                  
in a common gospel that permeates the activities of our lives brings joy and unity. 
 
Verse 6 

1. Peace brings confidence. “I can be confident of the final outcome and in my              
relationship with Christ regardless of my current bonds and your current persecution.” Peace             
only comes after grace is believed and received. A lack of confidence is a lack of                
grace-centered teaching and relating with God. 

2. Paul’s confidence is that the gospel is so powerful that it had brought them into               
fellowship from the first day, had brought them to the current day and would bring them all the                  
way until the day that Christ sets His Kingdom up on the earth. The moment the gospel, and                  
the striving together for it, takes second seat to anything else in the church, Christ can no longer                  
perform His work in the church. Why? Because unity is gone. Nothing causes their unanimous               
consensus any more. Because their joy is gone. Only the good news of Christ is the source of                  
joy. 

3. He hath begun the work and will perform it. Paul’s source of joy is simply that he                 
is in bonds and that they are in persecution because Christ had begun a work. “Well, if it be                   
Christ that began it, I would be willing to go to any length and any heartache knowing that it is                    
for my Saviour. Jesus has started something in me and therefore anything that comes between               
now and the day he restores me to a perfect body in a perfect city with Him for all eternity with                     
no more sin or death is but a roadblock.” Paul knew that tomorrow Caesar wouldn’t be king. He                  
knew that tomorrow he wouldn’t be in stocks anymore. He knew that in 1 billion years the                 
present struggles of life would fade compared to the glory he would see one day. This point he                  
makes has two ends. One, should anything stop us? Two, should anything be too inconvenient               
for us? 

4. Sometimes, we take out on the church and on God things that hinder us. Work in                
the church becomes a burden because we haven’t seen it as Christ beginning a work, and it                 
becomes easy to become bitter at the pastor for demanding or the member for needing so much                 
done. Hardships become so hard that God is the target. “You do THIS to me after all I’ve done                   
in your church?” or, “where are the church members to save me after I’ve spent so much time                  
saving them when they hurt.” This can be avoided and destroyed by Paul’s phrasing. He hath                
begun a work and He will perform it. Unity and joy are sure when we all see our lives                   
together as something Christ has begun and is worthy to have as His own until He                
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completes it as He will and when we see ourselves as Christ’s servants to support each                
other in Christ until He performs it. 
 
Verse 7  

1. It’s not unusual or awkward for Paul to have the previously mentioned feeling for              
the Philippians because they are in his heart. They are a feeling of love he has inside of him                   
that draws them to him. Paul says, “You are my heartbeat. You make me want to pray and                  
thank God for you.” This doesn’t just happen. People don’t automatically cause you to think               
good of them. Why in this case? Because they took part in the message he was teaching (my                  
grace). They lived what he taught. They lived what he taught and he witnessed them living it.                 
While he was in jail, they ministered to him, loved each other and stayed as one body as he                   
taught them. When the time came for them to be persecuted, they ministered to each other,                
loved each other and stayed as one body as he taught them. The church that lives the                 
message that is taught regardless of result or condition, lives in unity and in joy and                
causes the teacher to be drawn to them and filled with joy. If your greatest concern is,                 
“when is he going to start a choir?”, It’s hard for me to say, “You’re in my heart.” Why? Because                    
after spending 10 weeks teaching on a healthy church and 6 weeks on Simple Christianity, it                
would be good to see you living JUST ONE of those things rather than complaining about a yet                  
to be seen choir. 
 
Verse 8 

1. Paul longed after the church, the lost, the needy, the followers, the strong and the               
weak, not in his own self, but in Christ. “I live,” says Paul, “yet not I but Christ” that dwelt within                     
him. Who am I? If I am myself, my own passions control me. If we are each our own, our own                     
passions control and by nature of number will vary and differ. But, if we can say, I live, yet not I,                     
but Christ lives within me, something changes. Paul’s passions were not Paul’s but Christ’s.              
Our passions will not be our own but Christ’s. We so often long for ourselves. We cover up                  
these passions by saying that we only long for them so that God is pleased with us. God is                   
never pleased with us, but with His Son. If we are in the Beloved, we are accepted. Christ                  
didn’t long for His Father to exalt Him (Philippians 2), but that He would be abased for the                  
salvation of those around Him. IF Christ is dwelling in you, Christ’s passions will always be to                 
serve others. God forgive us for “Christian duty” that only serves to satisfy our own need to feel                  
complete and righteous. Be in Christ, put on the new man, let Christ dwell in you, let His mind                   
be in you, and you will serve because you long to serve, not because you desire a gold star.                   
Life is not a videogame we can tally statistics. Life is a daily consequence that will end in life or                    
death. Rescue the perishing not because it can be known that you rescued them but so that it                  
can be known that they were rescued!  

2. While Paul had the church in HIS heart, Christ has them in HIS bowels. This is                
the difference between being interested in the lost and being broken for the lost. When Christ                
lives through us, the lost and their end burn in our bowels; our gut. The death of Steve Jobs                   
saddens us all, but the brutal murder and discarding of Caylee Anthony’s body clenches on our                
gut. Christ didn’t think the lost needed a good pep talk. Christ saw people as helpless and                 
weak being pinned down by an overbearing unstoppable evil. We will salute and reflect on               
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Steve Jobs. We will cry and vow vengeance for Caylee Anthony. Will we allow Christ to live                 
through us so that the good of our neighbors burns in our guts like it does Christ? No one has                    
gut wrenching compassion like Jesus. The church will have unity when Christ lives through              
them and their only heartache is a unanimous pain for those that are without Him and will                 
have joy when they see ONE of those come to the knowledge of Jesus. 
 
Verse 9 

1. Paul’s prayer for the Philippians. He prays that through knowledge of Christ and             
His word and through spiritual discernment the love of Christ shines through as preeminent so               
that the path of church direction that they take is one that is filled with the love of Christ. Church                    
work can feel like duty, like self-righteousness, like fearful compliance, but Paul says, “No. Let               
your increase in knowledge and your understanding of God’s plan end in an increase in love!                
Love between you and Christ. Love between the members of the church. Love between you               
and those without!”  I pray that you learn love! 

2. Knowledge is like knowing which pedals do what on a car. Judgment is like              
knowing which shortcut to take when the main route is closed. Knowledge gets you to the point                 
(verse by verse study), and judgment causes you to make the right decisions about the               
knowledge you have. If the gospel is the center, you have increased in knowledge. If you live                 
the gospel, you have increased in judgment. It is your spiritual senses; tastes, sight, hearing.               
The church increases in unity when it seeks after the same knowledge and discernment              
of Christ and His mission, and it increases in joy when the result of more knowledge of                 
Christ is love. 
 
Verse 10 

1. Through knowledge and understanding, approve (choose to live by) that which is            
excellent, that which excels. Can the church gimmick for growth? Yes, but what is more               
excellent? It is more excellent to wait in the upper room until the Holy Spirit falls on it. Can the                    
church rely on it’s great men and their talent? Yes, but it is more excellent to bring the presence                   
of Christ into a ministry. We, the church of Christ gathered in this house, will choose what is                  
more excellent. We will be gospel-centered, evangelistically focused, community involved,          
personally responsible to preach Jesus Christ to our friends and strangers. This is more              
excellent. This relies on Jesus, His Holy Spirit and the Father to draw them. This is more                 
excellent. 

2. Then we will know we are sincere and will make no offence to the gospel. There                
is no greater source of unity and joy then when the presence of power of Jesus Christ fill                  
the church. 
 
 
 
Verse 11 

1. Those things that are excellent result in fruit that comes from Jesus Christ             
because we have begun to rely on Jesus Christ. 

2. And it all ends with a church unified under the purpose of having Jesus at               
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it’s center praising God joyfully for the fruit that He has created. 
 
Paul Describes His Situation to the Church - 1:12-18 
 
Verse 12 

1. Take note, brothers, the things that have happened to me, haven’t ended in             
despair. They haven’t ended by me saying, “wow, there’s one more bad thing that happened to                
me in life.” They have ended RATHER to the furtherance of the gospel. How things end, how                 
things maintain are really based on what our opinion of priority is when we face them. Paul                 
wasn’t concerned with what had happened to him, but how what had happened to him brought                
about the furtherance of the gospel. Where’s our mindset? How do we stop “Jesus” burnout?               
How do we not tally up life’s problems and allow them to be fiery darts that slow us down, that                    
hurt our families, marriages, and church? We resist the temptation to make ourselves the focal               
point of the issue. What was Paul’s focal point? He was a preacher of the Gospel. So then,                  
whether bond or free, he would preach. If he were rich, he’d preach to the rich. If in prison,                   
he’d preach to the guard. 

2. Paul wouldn’t put off Jesus because other things were pressing him. Paul lived             
for Jesus. The question always hovering over each life situation, how would Jesus be glorified               
and preached here. Unity and joy come when the church sees Christ and His mission in                
life’s situations and not there own benefit or detriment. 
 
Verse 13 

1. His imprisonment has been so much the opposite of a bad thing that the              
“Christian is prison” has been heard about in all the palace (praetorium), and in all places. This                 
is the guards of the central-government location and the guards throughout the land who have               
been re-stationed at rotated throughout the kingdom. 

2. Bonds in Christ is not how he refers to his relationship or dedication to Christ. It                
refers to how he sees or dedicates his specific situation. Here, he is in bonds. He dedicates                 
that bondage to Christ, so you could say, “my work for Christ while in bondage.” Each of our                  
life situations from smallest to greatest should be defined as “my work for Christ while ___”.  

3. We aren’t here to live, but to leave. That means we haven’t reached the pinnacle               
of Christianity by saying that we’ve lived a good Christian life, but that we’ve left in other people                  
the seed of Christ. Then, as Paul said, I planted the seed in the heart of a guard who was                    
transferred and he took it with him. I can be free without them knowing it. I have Christ, I gave                    
Christ to the guard, the guard took Christ to his next outpost and told them what I told him. It’s                    
the same as if I were free! Unity comes when the church lives each situation “for Christ”                 
and joy comes when the church sees it manifest in other places. 

 
Verse 14 

1. It’s good to have a partner. Two are better than one. We were designed to be in                 
community. Iron sharpens iron. Paul and the Philippians were each the other’s support. It’s              
like two people pushing back to back and using their feet and the force of pushing against the                  
other’s back to climb a wall. Paul stayed confident while in bonds because he had someone to                 
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love and preach to. The church stayed confident while Paul was in bonds because they saw the                 
gospel actually working. 

2. The church supports each other in each other’s pursuits and in each other’s             
struggles. Unity and joy come when we support, not question or judge, each other so that                
we both can move forward. 
 
Verse 15 

1. Apparently, some people were preaching about Jesus simply because they saw           
Paul do and they were either jealous or wanted to take some of his glory for the success of the                    
gospel. Some people were preaching out of good will. Guess what? You can’t always change               
your personality or other people’s personality, but we can change our goal. Kina and I will never                 
preach the gospel the same way, but we can preach the same gospel, and that’s ok. Motives                 
are personal, but the goal is universal. Unity and joy come when the differing personalities               
meet under the banner of preaching Christ. There’s a passover, a common denominator if              
you will. If we all preach Christ, there is little reason to be concerned about another’s motives or                  
his emotion toward you. If we all preach Christ, there is little reason for you to worry if another is                    
questioning YOUR motives. 
 
Verse 16-17 

1. The one preaching out of envy wanted Paul’s preeminence, so he preached            
Christ. The one preaching out of love, knew Paul’s passion, so he preached Christ. Unity and                
joy are the result of knowing the story of Jesus. (Colossians) 
 
Verse 18 
 
Paul Explains His Commitment to Christ 1:19-26 
 
Verse 19 

1. Paul knows that all this will eventually lead to his spiritual well being. He knows               
that regardless of the current state that he is in, there is one thing that overcomes the world, that                   
ministers to the spirit of man, that strengthens, that comforts and that is the supply (or the                 
support or ministering) of the Holy Spirit of Christ that comes when God’s people pray together.  

2. It is the Spirit that bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God (not                 
self-help programs). “x” that communicates with God. “x” that unites us as brothers and sisters.               
“x” that helps our infirmities. “x” that reveals the presence of Jesus. “x” that teaches us the                 
truths in the Bible. Where the Spirit is, there is peace. Where the Spirit is, there is liberty. He                   
leads us to the joy and peace from Christ. In prayer, we receive the supply or ministering or                  
support of the Holy Spirit that benefits all our spiritual well being. Unity and Joy come from a                  
church full of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Verse 20 

1. ...where the Spirit is, there is confidence. Paul says, when the Spirit comes,             
when the presence of God’s paraclete, Comforter, enters our lives and consumes and controls              
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us, when He teaches us “all things”, we pass from a religion that “helps us sleep at night” to an                    
earnest expectation and a hope. It is something that implies immediate expectation of benefit or               
good will.  

2. When the Spirit fills us with that earnest expectation as a result of having the               
beauty of Christ revealed to us, we are then ready to say with confidence that there is no thing                   
about Christ that lacks or disappoints us and that in all things we are boldly confident in His                  
good will to us. 

3. At this point, we need no coercion to proclaim that whether it be in my life or my                  
death I will allow Jesus to be magnified in my existence. This comes only when the Spirit of                  
Christ indwells and controls us. Unity and Joy are the result of a body led by the same                  
Spirit Who desires to magnify the same Christ. 
 
Verse 21 

1. What’s Paul’s point here? Not just that he’s saying “my life is Christ and about               
Him.” That’s vague. “Everything I do is about Jesus.” That can bounce off the chest. How do I                  
make everything about Jesus? When he makes this statement, he’s collecting every strand of              
human existence and bringing them together to say, what is the endgame of it all? It all goes                  
back to Christ.  It is all of life is by Christ, through Christ, for Christ. 

2. The beginning (by Christ): In the beginning God created. By him were all things              
created. 

Through Christ: By him do all things exist. Only through Christ do we have salvation. If                
life is not by Christ, He is not our authority to say it then needs to be through Christ. If life isn’t                      
by than it doesn’t need to be through. For me to live is...self discovery, our own path                 
(adjustment bureau), our existence...what we are saying is that the beginning is me. All things               
began with me and are about me and my discovery/pleasure/existence. If the beginning is me,               
than the through doesn’t need to be Christ and the for doesn’t need to be Christ. If in the                   
beginning it was Christ, then we are accountable to Christ and therefore everything is through               
Christ. Things continue because of how they were begun. Why does the earth still rotate?               
Because is was begun by Christ and therefore is continuing. If we were made for his pleasure,                 
where do we gain the authority to live our lives unto ourselves? We were begun by Him; all                  
things must then be through Him that they might be for Him. He which began, will complete it in                   
His day. Fellowship from the beginning, until now, and He will finish it. It is by, through and for                   
Christ. For me to live is...Christ. Why is there unity and joy, because he knows every strand of                  
the human experience is Christ. It was begun by him (created all things), it is through (salvation                 
by no other name), and it is for Him. 

For Christ: He highly exalted Him THAT every knee should bow and every tongue              
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord [TO WHAT END] to the glory of God the Father. Why                  
was there a continuation of humanity the moment after Eve decided to eat the fruit? Why not                 
swipe the whole thing clean? Because existence wasn’t about Eve, it was about the moment               
that every knee would finally bow to God and declare Him Lord. Your existence isn’t about you.                 
It’s about you inside of God’s ultimate plan...to complete the circle. All things have been made                
by Him, continue through Him and will finally end as a prize for Him. “To live is Me. You will all                     
bow to Me.”  Existence is only a puzzle piece in God’s plan to be exalted and praised.  
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3. When we look at the human experience and place anything else in that position,              
to live is..., we deny God’s reality that all things are by Him, through Him and for Him. When we                    
say, it’s about a journey, helping your fellow man, bettering yourself, we have to say why? Is                 
there a beginning? If so, what was the point of that beginning? Who is the authority of that                  
beginning? If there is one, then we must question whether or not that authority has an end. Do                  
we live knowing that all human existence centers on Jesus so that our end is to glorify Him? If                   
the beginning is God, the end can’t be simply helping my fellow man or finding my journey. The                  
end must be submission and exaltation of God. We should be living to that end. It should drive                  
us to both a relationship with Him and service for Him. 

We philosophize a lot. “You know, it’s all about...” “What really matters is...” If the next                
word that comes from your mouth isn’t “Christ,” you are wrong. That will manifest itself in                
different ways through different gifts. You may not have the same passion I have. Yours my be                 
a personal relationship passion. Mine may be an evangelism passion. Yours may be a passion               
to raise children that fall in love with Jesus, but the end must be Jesus. “I am Alpha and                   
Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.” Unity and Joy are the result of a                   
body that views its total existence as part of Christ’s plan. 
 
 
Philippians Chapter 2 
 
Paul Explains Humility - 2:1-11 
 
Verse 1 

1. After Paul has just explained his current situation, that he rejoices in it, that Christ               
is his life and that they too will suffer for the sake of Christ, he simply asks them that if there is                      
any connection whatsoever between them and him, fulfill or complete his joy (that he explained               
previously) by being one. He desires the unity and joy amongst the Christians that he has with                 
Christ (explained completely in chapter 1). 

2. Consolation in Christ - any desire to console him that stems from them both              
being in fellowship with Jesus. 

3. Comfort of love - any desire to comfort him that stems from the love they both                
share. 

4 Fellowship of the Spirit - a feeling of togetherness they naturally feel from             
drinking from the same Holy Spirit. 

5. Bowels and mercies - any natural desire or emotion of good toward him. Unity              
and joy come when shared experiences cause us naturally desire good will toward each              
other. 
 
Verse 2 

1. Make complete the joy that I discussed in previous verses by... 
2. Being like minded and have the same disposition to be loving people. This is a               

general statement that he has repeated throughout the letter so far. 
3. Be of one accord, of one mind. Here he seems to get more specific and more                

13 



serious. Looking back at 1:27, we see he gives a formula for “higher commitment, higher               
responsibility.” Example, American citizen = neighborhood watch, voting, taxes etc. Church           
Member = responsible for the well being of the other members. Marriage = You are not your                 
own. Increasing the level of commitment or association also increases the level of responsibility              
or requirement. Paul points out again that the church is in one accord or united souls. They are                  
highly responsible to each other. 
 
Verse 3 

1. Do nothing that is the result of the mind having thoughts of contention (pride) or               
vainglory (thinking oneself higher than another). The emphasis here in on the thought. God is               
calling on the church to recreate the image that each has of his own self. How spiritually mature                  
are you? Does that make you great? How wealthy, how intelligent etc. are you? Does that make                 
you great? 

2. Lowliness of mind is not a superficial attempt at humility. It is a recognition of               
where man is on the scale of living beings. God is supreme. Man is below him. All men are                   
equal. The mind, if right, is lowly in that it views God as infinitely above him and all men around                    
him as equally below God. When standing in awe of the Rocky Mountains, there’s no need to                 
discuss which sledding hill in Iowa is the biggest. They aren’t even in question. If we viewed                 
God in His awesomeness, the natural result would be lowliness of mind. Viewing mainly our               
own state and the state of God, it’s obvious that everyone else around me mustn’t be as low as I                    
am. I must esteem them better than myself. When I view God’s love to me, it’s natural that I                   
must love others with the same selflessness. This is based on seeing God. You can’t make                
yourself humble 
 
Verse 4 

1. The key verse of the chapter. Do not look at your own weaknesses or strengths               
but on those of others. Do not look at your own needs or surpluses, but on those of others. It                    
matters not where I excel, but where you excel. My talents are not primary. Yours are. This is                  
the formula for successful humanity. This is the only mindset in which man works for the better                 
of mankind. This isn’t a financial plan or a system of government. Each of those have their                 
duties and functions. This is God’s opinion of how man should see himself and others. It’s his                 
original intent. This water isn’t for me, it’s for whoever needs it most. “It’s better for you that I                   
stay.”  The perfect man understands and obeys this original intent. 
 
 
Verse 5 

1. “Let” implies an inability to achieve this mind. There is no practice or formulate to               
“gain” this mind. This mind is the intent of God and the goal of the Spirit Who is conforming you                    
back into the image of the perfect man. It must be let. Let God put this mind in you. Getting                    
along should be...should be as simple as letting God re-install this Operating System into your               
brain and heart.  This is the mind we’d have if we let God...if we lived in the spiritual realm. 

2. This was the mind that was in Christ Jesus. The punctuation here implies that              
the thesis is about to be expounded upon. 
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Verse 6 

1. He was in the form of God. Before His birth, seeing Jesus, God, Spirit, Father,               
Son...any manifestation of the Godhead was equivalent to what Moses or Isaiah saw. His form               
or visible manifestation was that of God. He wasn’t a secondary created being or an angel. His                 
form was the manifestation of glory that accompanies the presence of God. 

2. It wasn’t stealing from the Father to have Him stand equal in appearance,             
kingship power, authority, glory, worship with the Father and the Holy Spirit. If One were to be                 
praised, all were to be praised. 

3. As an example, this is any visual glory and communicated praise. A Chicago             
Bear, in uniform, standing on the field, during a Super Bowl win, is in the form of a Bear and                    
wouldn’t have committed any robbery to share in the praise for the win. Imagine a Bear, the                 
quarterback per se, winning the game through extravagant measures, immediately changing           
into a disguise, covering his face, driving into a Bears themed restaurant with a Packers hat on,                 
fully knowing that anyone coming in to that particular restaurant with any other team logo on the                 
night of a Bears win would be charged extra cost to cover the costs of everyone else’s                 
refreshments. While he IS in the form of a Bear, he has cloaked himself in the form of                  
something else that pays for others while he should have the entire house buying HIM a steak                 
for the win. He not only doesn’t receive the glory for the win, he receives the jeers for being a                    
“Packer lover”. Knowing that HE made that awesome pass they are all celebrating, he quietly               
pays for THEIR hot wings. 
 
Verse 7 

1. No reputation replaces being equal with God and the form of a servant covers the               
form of God. 

2. Jesus would no longer be visible as the glorious God and He wouldn’t be              
heralded with equal worship as God. When He took on the form of a servant, He wasn’t simply                  
coming as a servant, He was putting on Himself that which has the DNA of a servant. It was HIs                    
given social status. It’s the reason we see the God-Man submitting to the Father. He must                
because His physical DNA was that of a man whose form is manifested as a servant of God and                   
a servant of others.  

3. He was made after the likeness of man. This doesn’t mean that He was made to                
look like man, but that He was made after the same restrictions and physics that man was made                  
under. He was required to obey the law, submit to God, submit to authorities etc. God’s built in                  
requirement for man was that he esteem others higher than himself. Therefore, to whatever              
end that cost Him, Christ had to submit to that end. 
Verse 8 

1. Verse 7 tells us what the character of God did for us, but here in verse 8, we                  
don’t see God acting, but the God-Man acting. It is the man Christ Jesus that now acts. He                  
enacts verse 4 by allowing the Holy Spirit to “let” this mind be in Him; the mind that says to look                     
not on your own things, but on the things of others. When He does, He humbles Himself so                  
much that any authority that presents Him with a claim to that verse, He becomes obedient to.                 
In this case, death makes a claim. Jesus has one thing that we don’t. He has the capability to                   
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save us. He is the perfect man. We need that perfection. In order to obey the command of                  
verse 4, Jesus becomes obedient to death, even the death of the cross. His humiliation comes                
second to His priority to esteem others higher than Himself. 

2. This wasn’t the deed of an all powerful God. This was simply the mindset of a                
man Who recognized Who He was and what His duty was. As mankind, our obligation is to                 
recognize the greatness of God, understand our lowliness, allow the Holy Spirit to transform our               
minds to live with the mind that Christ had; a mind that says that my brother is greater than                   
myself. Here is unity and joy. Without Christ humbling Himself unto death, we would not be                
united with the Father and we would never enter into the joy of the Lord. Things happen when                  
people dedicate themselves to making other people’s lives better. If we are to be like Jesus, we                 
must have His mind. 

 
Verses 9-11 

This is really the point of time. The single most important date in human history. After                
man had fallen, the Messiah was promised, now, He stands in His appropriate position. It’s not                
just something that should happen or will happen but something that we should be living for and                 
longing for. It should be the moment that we can’t live without. He must come. He has to                  
come.  He MUST save us. 

Exodus 1:8-14 
Exodus 2:23-25 
Deuteronomy 18:15-22 
Mark 4:35-41 
Romans 8:18-25 
Titus 2:11-15 
Luke 21:8-28 
 

 
Paul Teaches Us How to React to Christ’s Humility 2:12-18 
 
Verse 12 

1. Wherefore. So many times in the Bible, we see “Therefore” telling us that             
because of something that God has done for us, because of some characteristic of God,               
because of the consequence of sin, we should do something, be thankful, or generally respond               
in some way toward God or our friends and acquaintances. Here, Paul says “wherefore”.              
Wherefore, work out your salvation in the same way, for the same reason that Jesus completed                
His work. Seeing Christ’s perfect work and that He is highly exalted by God for His obedience,                 
obey in the same way. 

2. As ye have obeyed...work out your own salvation. Obeyed and work out are             
synonymous here. Jesus became “obedient” unto death only through working out that which             
was in Him; the Holy Spirit. As we have been saved by faith in Christ and filled with His Spirit,                    
we are called to work out that salvation/gift/grace like Christ did, which always results in heavy                
focus on other people and God. Our time, our focus, our gifts, our lives become, like Jesus,                 
dedicated to something other than ourselves. This is the bigness of the gospel. It’s bigger than                
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us, than our plans, than our lives, than our business, than our hobbies, than our money, than                 
our selfish desires. The bigness of the gospel was bigger than the God-Man being viewed as                
anything important while He was here on earth. (Review Isaiah 53) What if I was wounded for                 
Sabrina’s mistakes? What if I was crushed under the pressure of Jonathan’s mistakes? What if               
I beared Brett and Rachel’s grief? What if I carried Vince’s sorrows? Then, I would be like                 
Jesus. Then I would be working out what God placed inside me. This isn’t a call to poverty. It’s                   
call to allow the Spirit to control us enough that in working Him out of us into the world, we                    
happily become obedient to anything God wills. 

3. Fear and trembling imply dedication and clarification of mission. A servant (1:1)            
knows his purpose and knows his goal. With fear of failure, fear of failing his master a servant                  
shows how seriously he takes his mission. If we feel no urgency or necessity to please God, we                  
don’t see ourselves as servants, we aren’t working out the thing that’s in us. Jesus worked out                 
the Spirit. He recognized that His purpose was to fulfill God’s mission. Jesus...God Himself,              
recognized that His life was not His own. How amazing is this? How can we all be unified until                   
we all see ourselves this way? 
 
Verse 13 

1. I am God’s. I am fully and completely His. It is God that worked and continues to                 
work in me. He placed in me the powerful change that, if I choose to through Him, work out, His                    
purpose will be completed in this world. God’s will always comes through. God’s preferences              
are fulfilled when we work out, through Him, what He started. Jesus’ life was working out the                 
powerful Spirit in a way that changed all humanity. God worked in me, God causes me to will (if                   
I allow Him) to serve Him, God makes all spiritual things that I do effective. When I pray, He                   
makes it work. When I give the gospel, He draws the hearer. And, when it is finished, it is all for                     
His good pleasure. Jesus, the God-Man, was here for the Father’s good pleasure. Can we be                
greater than Jesus? Can we dedicate ourselves to something higher than this? Can we be               
busier, more important, have more distractions than Jesus? God didn’t just pop down to earth.               
He took on the full human experience. A risky birth in a cold stable. A declaration of death on                   
all children. A blue collar job. A mom with a possible bad reputation. A simple step-father. 33                 
years to grow up and be put to death. Isaiah 53. Can we than really call God’s mission “not our                    
thing”? Can it be something secondary to us? It doesn’t have to be our every moment. We                 
have families and jobs.  But, can we say, for me to live is Christ?  By, through and for Jesus. 

2. Tell the story of “When God went to the playground.” 
 
Verse 14 

1. Murmuring. Complaints about other people whom we should be accepting or           
serving that shows we don’t have the mind that Christ had. 

2. Disputings. Constant disagreements with people over things that have no          
source but pride and no reason but personal preference. (Illustrate how Jonathan made             
decisions: desk, place, hours, songs, platform etc.) We can be in charge, or we can let whoever                 
has the good idea be the one that gets the preference. “Ye shall do greater works that I...”                  
“Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:” 
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Verse 15 
1. Everything in this verse should have “just like Jesus” added to the end of it. Why                

do any of this? Why live as God’s channel? Because God wants a whole bunch of Jesus trails                  
all over the world. Why? Because it’s the only hope for the people in the world. A little Jesus                   
now, so they can be part of the perfect kingdom of Jesus later. 

2. Blameless and harmless...just like Jesus 
3. Children (not slaves) of God...just like Jesus 
4. Without rebuke...just like Jesus 
5. [In the midst of a crooked and perverse generation] - Out of order 
6. Among whom ye shine as lights...just like Jesus 
7. Do we see ourselves as God’s servants, as His channels, as His people meant to               

do His purpose and fulfill His will? Jesus saw Himself as that. Paul says here that Christ is my                   
example. He is my example for loving my brother, my example for serving God, my example for                 
what humanity was intended to do. 
 

Summary: In chapter one, we recognize that our entire existence is based on Jesus              
Christ. We are by Him for Him. In chapter two, we see how the One for Whom we were made                    
lived out His life on earth. Through that, we see exactly what our lives are for. If we can study                    
Philippians and not see Jesus as both the central figure in our lives and the example we are to                   
copy, we just simply are not being spiritual. 
 
Verse 16 

1. In the beginning was the word...and God said let there be light...and God             
breathed...and man became a living soul...the word became flesh...in Him was life...life was the              
light of men... As we shine as lights among men, we are the continuation of Genesis 1:1, God’s                  
creative act. We are the continuation of John 1:1, where the Word became flesh. We are the                 
continuation of a lifted up cross where the thief found life. We are the continuation of His                 
words...that are light...that bring life. What an amazing power we have that we squander. What               
an amazing responsibility we have that we neglect. We have the continuation of the words of                
life.  Wow! 

2. Paul simply repeats himself. He wants to, in the day of Christ, rejoice that he               
hasn’t been preaching in vain, but that his people have used this power to the greatest ability. 
 
Verse 17 
Verse 18 
 
Philippians Chapter 3 
 
Paul Exhorts to Be Real Christians - 3:1-3 
 
Let me summary up to where we are.  

-In chapter 1 we learn that Christ is my life. I am here because of Him. Life is about                   
Him.  I exist for Him. 
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-In chapter 2 we learn that Christ is my example. While on earth, Jesus fulfilled two                
tasks. First, He did whatever His Father commanded. Second, He did whatever His             
neighbor needed. 
-In chapter 3 we find a continuation of the story. Life is about Jesus (1). We should live                  
like Jesus (2).   We find that the satisfaction of life is in having Jesus (3). 
 

Verse 1 
1. Rejoice in the Lord. This verse highlights both the sufficiency and efficiency of             

Christ for salvation and satisfaction. Paul says simply, be happy. Rejoice. But not only does               
he desire for us to be happy; he wants it to be centered on being happy in that which we have                     
received from Jesus. He says to never separate our joy, commitment, good works, service etc.               
from the person of Jesus Christ or His work. 

2. It wasn’t grievous for Paul to be so repetitious. In fact, it was safe or beneficial                
for the church to be hearing these things so that they would be grounded in truth. It appears as                   
though Paul assumed it was easy for the young church to lose it’s Jesus-centered focus as they                 
began to serve and enjoy each other. It was also apparent that it was easy to lose it’s                  
Jesus-centered focus as they began to fight with each other. 
 
Verse 2 

1. Beware of Dogs. Dogs have always been the immoral and unrepentant rebels in             
the the Bible. This isn’t just a lost person or a sinner. This is a rejector of God. They wallow in                     
their perversions, immorality, and their pride only to say that the centrality of Christ isn’t               
necessary to joy, good works, service to mankind, happiness, completeness, wholeness.           
Beware the dogs because they take the necessity of Christ or the exclusiveness out of               
the Gospel. 

2. Beware of evil workers. Evil in the Bible is sin that is specific to desire to harm                 
other people. Evil workers are those that rule as dictators, wealth seekers, power grabbers, or               
outright immoral violators. Beware those in the church that begin to rise up in power. Beware                
evil workers because they take the joy out of the Gospel. 

3. Beware the concision. In the Old Testament, God instituted the act of            
circumcision. It was a symbolic act that only the people of God took part in. In this act, they,                   
with the shedding of blood, removed the flesh from their bodies because they no longer put                
confidence in the flesh for salvation but in Christ. But at some point, the act became just an act.                   
It no longer held any spiritual significance because it was no longer a spiritual act. Now, the                 
circumcision was just the concision - a cutting of the flesh - and God said, why are you cutting                   
yourselves? That’s weird. Imagine God watching us take the Lord’s Supper and having Him              
ask us, “Why are you drinking juice and eating bread in church?” Lord, we are taking your                 
supper. “That’s not my supper. That’s stale crackers and a thimble of juice.” Beware the               
concision because they are fake and they take the power out of the Gospel. 
 
Verse 3 

1. But we are the circumcision. We are the real deal. We are the real spiritual               
ones.  We are the ones that are really connected to God. Why? 
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2. Worship God in the Spirit. Man tends to think that he is the center of all things.                 
Science once taught that the universe was geocentric. We find that we aren’t the center of the                 
universe or even our own solar system. Man teaches himself that through his own format,               
attempt, or reach he can come into contact with God. There are many routes to God, many                 
ways to see God, to know God, to have God revealed to man. We are all the centers of our                    
own spirituality. Our spirits connect with nature or logic or revelation or knowledge to discover               
God. The scriptures teach us that man’s spirit is dead, the only way it can be revived is through                   
the Spirit of God Who only teaches Jesus Christ, and only through the fax line of the Spirit of the                    
One true God can one communicate with God. We are real because we relate to God through                 
the real Holy Spirit and therefore have a real connection with Him. This is why we must                 
individually cultivate our relationship with God.  This is the opposite of “beware of dogs.” 

3. Rejoice in Jesus Christ. Dictators do not have time to exalt Jesus because they              
spend too much time demanding control. Evil workers can’t exalt Jesus because they need              
your money. We are real because our rejoicing (and the fact that we rejoice) is in the person                  
and the work of Jesus. We can’t help but see Jesus. What is Jesus though? What is there to                   
rejoice over. It’s the recognition of the authority of God. It’s the recognition of our failure in His                  
presence. It’s the recognition of the need for forgiveness. It’s the recognition of the work that                
Jesus did, of His victory over death and of His continual righteousness that clothes us and                
allows us to stand in the presence of that just and holy God. It is not the rejoicing in the idea                     
that God is now our magic wish granter. If God was just a silly old uncle Who liked giving gifts,                    
75% of the gospel isn’t necessary. We can’t forget the authority of God, the sovereignty of God,                 
the exalted position of God, the supremacy of God. He is high and lifted up. In that, we see our                    
sin, we see our need for a Saviour, we see the cost of our sin and we see the greatness of the                      
gift. In this, we have true joy. We aren’t working but we are still recognizing the work. This is                   
the opposite of “beware of evil workers.” 

4. Have no confidence in the flesh. Confiding in flesh isn’t just a person that tries to                
earn salvation. It’s placing trust in our works for righteousness after salvation. It’s placing our               
faith in the actions of a man or politician for success. It’s placing our confidence in ourselves for                  
success. AND it goes beyond that. It’s placing a value in our intelligence, our logic or reason.                 
It’s placing a value in our achievements. It’s placing a value in our talents. It’s placing a value                  
in wealth we have created or our ability to create wealth. It’s placing a value in our upbringing                  
or the upbringing of a friend. It’s assuming our understanding can lead to success. It’s               
assuming our anything is worth anything for accomplishing anything. When we can say, I am               
passionate about no politician, I am personally worthy of no earned credit with God, and my                
intelligence, logic, reason, achievements, talents, wealth, abilities, upbringing, understanding         
has zero value to my life, my success, my church in comparison to God - we have no                  
confidence in the flesh. We must look at each of our individual gifts and say, this church, this                  
family, this life, this job does not rise and fall based on my gift, but on God. I don’t need you to                      
build this church. I need God. He just so happened to decide He wanted you to be a part of it.                     
Can we give God His credit? We can never give Him enough. This is the opposite of “beware                  
the concision”. 
 
Paul Warns Against Valuing Anything Higher Than Jesus - 3:4-10a 
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Verse 4 

1. And if any of you think you have something to have confidence in, I have more.                
Paul isn’t talking about salvation here. He’s talking about a lifestyle that is absent of the reward                 
of Christ because of the fog of personal confidences. Paul knows that a church will never be                 
unified or rejoicing when they are competing, concealing and comparing. 
 
Verse 5 

1. Circumcised the 8th day - Early religious experience. 
2. Stock of Israel/tribe of Benjamin - A real Jew. Benjamin was the son of Rachel,               

not one of the “fake” wives of Jacob.  Family credentials. 
3. As touching the law - I wasn’t just a participant. I was special. “Full-time” Jewish               

service. 
4. Zeal - AND my motives were real. So real I was willing to persecute this new                

church for God. 
5. Touching righteousness - Every requirement ever required was fulfilled by me. 
 

Verse 6 
1. But those things that were gain (assets, profits, resting places, building blocks of             

my universal presence, valuables), those things I counted as loss (released, rejected, forgotten,             
emptied) for Christ (in exchange for Christ). 

2. I can’t ever experience, commune with, feel the presence of, rejoice in, or be              
satisfied with Jesus if I take the elements that make up who I am and exalt them or confide in                    
them. Often when we fail, we hold on to the two or three things we can force out of the                    
situation. (Explain my court appearance) Why can’t you let go? Because you would be getting               
rid of your god-factor. The thing in our minds that lets us believe we are better than a homeless                   
criminal. We all watch cops, and in our hearts, know, I’m not like that man. And, we may cite                   
one of Paul’s reasons above: Stock, history, acts, etc. 

3. Jesus is a reward that is unsearchable. He can be found in a burning bush only                
after we went into a wilderness. He is a mighty soldier, but only after we’ve left behind the army                   
and we’ve stared down Jericho alone. He’s an ark of safety, but only after we’ve abandoned all                 
our logic and social security. It’s only when we abandon our credentials that we find Him, and                 
only then can we be satisfied by Him. 
 
Verse 7 & 8 

1. I exchanged my confidences for a more excellent knowledge which is Jesus.            
Sometimes we never know Jesus because He’s always the secondary. (Use the go, win,              
baptize, teach example). We don’t KNOW what He can do, what it’s like to have Him in the                  
room, what it’s like to have Him give us peace, because we have got it figured out. 

2. Those things that were of value, now that he has lost them (profit/loss             
illustration), and begun to find excellency in Jesus, he considers refuse. It’s no longer that he                
counted a valuable heritage a loss, it’s that now he refers to it as sewage. Being a Benjaminite                  
is sewage.  Being a Pharisee is sewage. 
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3. Paul doesn’t ask us to flush the things we love. He asks us to count as loss                 
those things we cling to, that if they were gone, we’d feel like failures, weak ones, insignificant                 
ones. (Talk about my record keeping and hoarding). What if we let go of our stature, our                 
attempts to succeed in our faith, our church growth? What if we enjoyed life and considered                
Jesus the real reward? 
 
Verse 9 

1. When the dust settled, when the sewage runs out and I count up all the loss and I                  
look around to find out if I’m “just as bad an insignificant as the homeless man I looked down                   
on” now that everything good about me is gone, I find myself...in Him. 

2. And everything I need to be considered righteous and right and good and perfect              
and outstanding...and every award I’d ever need and heritage I’d need to claim...is already              
mine, but it’s righteousness that is His, and His righteousness is complete and satisfying and               
non-competing.  And, it’s God’s, so I’m not the one responsible. 
 
That I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection... 
 
Paul Pleads With Those Who Have Received Grace to Work - 3:10-16 
 
Verse 10 

1. Religion/Faith/Church/etc. always brings about the idea of       
work/labor/striving/deeds/good works/etc. There is currently a battle over what we’ll call “action”            
in Christianity. We’ve found salvation by grace through faith. We’ve found Jesus. Paul is so               
Jesus-centered that he tells us Jesus is our A. Life B. Example and now C. Reward. He’s the                  
center of all.  We’ve found that in Jesus we find: 

A. Rest from our “labors” 
B. Peace 
C. Righteousness without deeds 
We learn in the Bible that there are 4 kinds of works/deeds/ “action”, as we call it. 
1. Work to earn salvation.  (Grace through Faith) 
2. Work to please God.  (Faith pleases God) 
3. Work alongside God. (Striving together for the gospel) 
Notice the first two are faith based, or spiritual. The third is physical and              

responsive. Because of both God’s love and God’s command, we work alongside of Him to               
spread His gospel. The first two are what we’ll call “macro” lifestyles. The “macros” are so                
easy. We can sing them, think them, say them, believe them...but what comes of any of them in                  
the next 168 hours after I preach this message? We’ve learned in this chapter, “Be real.” That                 
means, be spiritual. Be led by Him, taught by Him, spend time with Him, be transformed by                 
Him. The third is suddenly actual real life work that God commands us. Strive...together...for              
the gospel. Intensively work. Work for spiritual merit or attempt to please God or to be a good                  
Christian is a waste. (Why do I go to Starbucks in Montgomery?) Let’s not be macro-Gospel                
without being micro-Gospel. Jesus didn’t happen to run into the woman at the well while He                
had a few minutes before doing something else. Gospel activity happens on purpose, not just               
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when the church schedules it or it’s on the calendar.  So what’s the fourth type of work? 
4. Work to be like Jesus.  (Press toward the mark...) 

2. Paul addresses this issue of macro verses micro Christianity in verse 10. Paul             
leaves behind his religion, heritage, passed, deeds, zeal and approaches the throne of God              
completely naked so that he might place all his faith for his salvation in the merit of Jesus.                  
Because of Jesus, Paul can know God and experience the same death defeating resurrection              
and eternal life that Jesus will experience. To be with God, in the presence of God and live                  
forever is worth counting all things but dung. 

3. But that’s the macro, and the micro is this. I know Him, and His resurrection, and                
His sufferings. Christianity isn’t about suffering or vows of poverty, but it is about Identity               
(Simple Christianity). Our identity has changed. Paul warns, “you haven’t just found a great              
nugget of gifts here. You’re a new creation. You’re being changed into the image of Jesus.”                
The work of God on a Christian is the attempt to turn him into a little Jesus while progressing His                    
mission here on earth. When you walk into marriage, you’re job is to show the other person and                  
the world how Jesus and His people love each other. Same with children. Same with               
relationships. We ought to think of ourselves IN Jesus as it relates to our relationship with God                 
and with people. You are the image of Jesus (by the power of the Spirit) in every room you walk                    
in, if you are a born again Christian. Paul throws a curveball in this chapter and says, “the                  
reward of Jesus isn’t just having Jesus, but in the ability to become like Jesus.” (Jesus, as we                  
described in chapter 2) 

4. Being made conformable to His death; just like in chapter 3. Jesus, so devoted              
to God, His mission and the truth, sacrificed Himself for God and man. Is it worth it to sacrifice                   
ourselves for the good of God and man? Not until you’ve realized how amazing Jesus is and                 
how amazing His grace is. Death is the death of us. Paul says, I die daily. For my King, I daily                     
allow Him to have command and control. 
 
Verse 11 

1. ...because I look forward to the day when I will be completely like Him. That’s the                
day I’m raised up from the grave, given a new body, and the faults of my flesh, the shortcomings                   
of my mind are separated from my completely. Then, I will be just like Jesus, and I can’t think of                    
anything better than Jesus. 
 
Verse 12 

1. It’s not that I’m already perfect. He uses attained in parallel to the last mention of                
attained.  I’m not just like Jesus yet. 

2. But I follow after. I want it. I’m working toward it. I want to be just like Him when                   
I grow up. I want to give to the poor, preach with boldness, pray without ceasing, love without                  
bias.  I want to serve God.  I want to destroy all my idols.  Why? Because He’s just so awesome. 

3. What do I want? “I want to get the thing that Jesus got me for the purpose of me                   
getting.” Jesus saved us to erase from us the image of Adam, to destroy our rebellion and                 
idolatry. Paul so loves Jesus that He says, I want that to. If we are getting angry when the                   
Word or preaching attacks one of our idols, we don’t want the same thing Jesus wants. 

4. Notice his usage of “attain” “follow after” and “apprehend”. Later he says,            
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“reaching forward” and “press toward”. The church doesn’t overcome the gates of hell by what               
happens in this room, but by what happens when you leave this room. (Kina reading, Brett and                 
Rachel) The person who lives, even if successful, off his talent or what he already knows has                 
no different description than a lazy or unsuccessful man in that they both “refuse to continue to                 
learn.” 
 
Verse 13 

1. I am not perfect, but I do one thing. I forget everything that’s behind me. I forget                 
all that heritage. I forget my good, my bad, my life, successes and failures. One reason we                 
don’t progress; we think so much on past events and time lost. 

2. As we are hurt and harmed, as we are disappointed, as we are overwhelmed, we               
stop seeking truth, we cease movement, we leave “God” to “live our lives.” Paul says, I’ve wept                 
and cried and hurt and hit roadblocks. I’ve been disappointed and missed the mark and been                
ashamed and messed up, but I kept getting up, forgetting that which was behind and reached                
for something ahead of me... 

“with hand and foot, like a runner in a race, and the body bent forward. The Christian                                 
is always humbled by the contrast between what he is and what he desires to be. The eye reaches                                     
before and draws on the hand, the hand reaches before and draws on the foot” -Bengal 
 
Verse 14 

1. What is that something?...I push toward 
2. the mark...the moment that I HAVE attained.  The moment I’m exactly like Jesus 
3. for the prize...that crown of righteousness, the crown of life...the kingly apparel            

that shows all who look at me that I have Jesus’ righteousness (balance, completeness) and I                
have Jesus’ death-smashing life FOREVER. (Read: Exactly like Jesus....finally) 

4. of the high calling of God...the reason God made me and saved me; to be perfect                
like Jesus 

5. in Christ Jesus...provided to us by His example and sacrifice. (Brought to you by              
Jesus) And what is Jesus like? Chapter 3. Submitted to God completely and serving man               
sacrificially.  Where are you not submitted to God?  Where are you not sacrificing to man? 
 
Mat 22:37 KJV - Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and                    
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
Mat 22:38 KJV - This is the first and great commandment. 
Mat 22:39 KJV - And the second [is] like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
Mat 22:40 KJV - On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
 
 
 
Verse 15 

1. If you are mature enough to know these things, grow up and do them. 
2. If you have any other vision that’s not this, read your scripture and God will wash                

those thoughts away. 
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Philippians Chapter 4 
 
Paul Illustrates a New Identity - 4:1-3 
 
Verse 1 

1. Knowing that we have this choice between two worlds, Paul illustrates living in             
the other. If the first three chapters are “If you make...” Christ your life, Christ your example,                 
Christ your reward; the fourth chapter is “Then Christ will be your strength.” If you chose this                 
other world, other realm, other mindset - a kingdom mindset with kingdom principles - Christ               
becomes the two-fold strength that we need to survive in this foreign country, to thrive in this                 
foreign county and to be a source of hope for this foreign country. 

2. My joy and my reward...Paul, immediately after asking the church to make Christ             
their reward, talks about the fruit, the people, that he has seen as his reward. Why? He is                  
illustrating a “Simple Christianity” principle. The old man, Paul, has been replaced by the new               
man, Paul, and he sees himself in Christ. He sees his identity in the person of Jesus. He sees                   
that he is an image of Jesus. He is a visible expression of Jesus. He has the mission of God                    
through Jesus. He has the standing with God that Jesus has. Therefore, he sees joy in the                 
things that God sees as joy. His mission is God’s mission and therefore is so close to his God                   
that they both rejoice in the same thing; conversions. 

3. Prosperity always exists when we are living on God’s missional train tracks. The             
gates of Hell cannot prevail over God’s mission, therefore, there is always prosperity in Him.               
Living in His world (Conversation in Heaven) instead of the earthly world (God is their belly).                
Jesus walked on water when He was walking to do God’s work. Transfer worlds, have new                
purpose and always see great prosperity. The disciples walked away from a beating with              
rejoicing. You can’t live in the God is my belly realm and expect grand spiritual transformations                
from the other realm. 
 
Verse 2 

1. Paul gives an example of two women that were not walking in unity. He calls               
them out directly. Notice he references Phil. 1:27. They may have had the same Spirit, but they                 
didn’t go the extra mile to have the same mind.  Macro without the micro. 
 
Verse 3 

1. Paul lets us know that women were a major faction of the early days of this                
church.  They were the ones that laboured with him in the gospel. 

2. It’s hard to lack unity and joy when we refer to other people as people whose                
names are written in the book of life.  It’s a grand commonality. 
 
Verse 4. 

1. Rejoice again. Rejoice in the Lord. A reference to Phil. 3:1. Make Christ your              
reference and reason to rejoice to heal these divisions.  Now...being that we are “in Christ”... 
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Paul Describes Jesus as the Receiver of the Bad and Provider of Good - 4:5-9 
 
Notice the names of Jesus. Every name reflects one of two things. He is either the                
receiver of some bad will, or negative or He is the provider of some good will or positive. 

Provider: Saviour, Bread of Life, Light of the world, strength to the poor, Mediator,              
Gift of God, Resurrection, Friend 
Receiver: Servant, Passover, King of Peace, Man of Sorrows, Refuge 

As Paul has showed to us the need to see ourselves in the identity of Jesus, a new man                   
and a new creature, he shows us that as we transfer worlds, the Man Jesus becomes                
something more. 

 
GET THIS SENTENCE: When Jesus said, “Learn of Me,” He was overtly telling us              

that in knowledge of Him, He can become the things that we learn about Him. His names                 
are not titles that He is to be praised for. They are assets that we can harvest when                  
needed. 
 

When we leave the temporal (God is my belly) world and live in the eternal (conversation                
is in heaven) world, the closeness to Jesus becomes valuable accessible benefit to us. 
 

We see many twos. Two gains: What I count as gain / Win Christ. Two worlds: God is                  
my belly / conversation is in heaven.  Two strengths: Peace of God / God of Peace 
 
Verse 5 

1. Let your moderation (yielding, lack of extreme, lack of force) be known to all men. 
2. The Lord is at hand. If tomorrow He returns to set all things right, we need not                 

take it upon ourselves now to make all things right.  He can do it now too. 
 
Verse 6 

1. Be anxious (moderation) for nothing. 
2. Prayer - request for blessing. 
3. Supplication - request for averting bad. 
4. With thanksgiving - Paul lives in the assumption that God is about to bless him. 
5. And the peace of God which passes understanding. Here’s the beginning of            

another two: The peace of God and the God of peace.  
 
Verse 7 

1. Another reference to the mind. Paul is clear that the greatest battlefield is the              
battlefield for the mind. However the mind thinks the life reacts. The mind creates the pathway                
that an individual walks. This peace of God will keep the seat of mind and the thoughts therein                  
THROUGH Jesus Christ.  Here we see Him become the absorber of trouble on our behalf. 

2. Peace can pass understanding. People don’t wonder why someone is happy.           
People wonder why someone isn’t affected by harm. No one is fascinated by a smiling face.                
Everyone pays attention to the person that has peace when they shouldn’t. 
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Verse 8 

1. Think...the mind is the battlefield. The mind is where the destruction of the faith              
happens. “Yea, hath God said?” “If thou art the Son of God...” As a man thinketh in his heart,                   
so is he. Satan always takes the revealed word of God and causes you to question it as it                   
applies to you.  What was revealed to Jesus? “This is my beloved Son...” 

2. Virtue; a good deed or happening. This is a pagan ideal, but God says to learn                
from the unsaved who have the ability to see good. When the mind is under attack, cast cares                  
upon Him with prayer and thanksgiving and think on these things and (next verse) follow my                
lead = Peace of God and God of Peace. 
 
Verse 9 

1. Paul seems to be unconcerned with that spiritual maturity of the Christians here             
and places them all on the same level. 

2. If you’ve learned (seen, heard, received and are capable)...do it. 
3. If you’ve recieved (seen, heard and know it)...do it. 
4. If you’ve heard (seen, and listened to a sermon)...do it. 
5. If you’ve seen (watched me like a monkey)...do it. 
6. Do what? Christ is center, example, reward; unity; gospel; worship; serve; count            

loss; 
7. The level ground of this verse shows Paul’s belief in the ability of the church to be                 

unified even if at different levels. Example, you can all read the Bible. You may see all the                  
things I see, but you can all start living in that world. 
 
 Paul concludes with a promise - 4:11-23 
 
Verse 10 

1. “I rejoiced in the Lord greatly,” and again we find Paul going back to that basis for                 
the whole book, rejoicing in the Lord. He began the book by saying how much he rejoiced at the                   
thought of the people, and in taking us through this journey, through this epistle, we see the                 
outcome of a church that is doing everything that Paul stated.they seem to be fulfilling               
everything he said in chapter 4 in that these people are finding through Christ the ability to do                  
what they cannot do. They must be living in the right world, and they must have separated from                  
the “God is our belly” and passed into the “our conversation is in heaven”. They must see                 
themselves in Christ, hidden in the one who has the capability to absorb their pain and to make                  
their weakness into strength and their shortcomings into bounty. 

2. He seems to point out here that the most recent giving or donation that they have                
made to him has been a most generous and that it was more generous than they have been                  
past.. Church was always careful, or full of care for Paul, but they lack the ability. They lacked a                   
chance or opportunity because of their lack to provide something for Paul. But a church that                
finds its identity in Jesus, has a capability to love to give sacrifice to care more than it is possible                    
for them to do of themselves. Human religion or self proclaimed spirituality attempts to better               
oneself or to bring oneself to its best. It teaches us how to prioritize our time and our resources.                   
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it teaches us how to through a power within ourselves bring peace to our crazy lives. But Jesus                  
and Christianity does not teach you how to bring peace to life but promises to provide peace in                  
your life. Jesus and Christianity does not teach you how to prioritize what you are capable of,                 
but promises to cause you to supersede your human ability to accomplish. Religion and human               
spirituality can teach you that in a storm within you lies the ability to cope. It teaches you that                   
you can be happy during a storm. But Jesus is not a source for coping, a teacher for dealing, a                    
counselor to point out the real cause of the storm. Jesus is always over-the-top. Jesus is always                 
in excess. Jesus always is outside of the boundaries. You see, when it comes to Jesus and the                  
storm, Jesus always supersedes. Jesus is and help you cope with the storm, Jesus says,               
“peace, be still.” Jesus is trying to tell you what the source of the storm was, Jesus says, “come                   
and walk out on the water with me.” Jesus is supernatural. Jesus is beyond boundaries. When                
the Bible tells us that Jesus is a comforter, his comfort is not in words that bring you peace. His                    
comfort lies and him taking away what was stopping your peace. Jesus makes is that we begin                 
to live outside of ourselves. this is why Paul could say I live, yet not I, but he’s Christ that dwell                     
within me. You see when it is Christ loving your spouse the love supersedes what you can do.                  
When it is Christ that serves in the church, you supersede what you can do. When it is Christ,                   
you supersede. So how do I let Christ cause me to supersede? It is about time that we start                   
recognizing who we are and what we are in Christ. We are accepted in the beloved, we are                  
sanctified and holy, we are ambassadors, we are joint heirs,we are the sons of God and we are                  
the friends of God. The Bible tells that we are blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly                 
places. They are fair they exist they are promised they are guaranteed, but they are in heavenly                 
places, and we live in an earthly realm. When you achieve the boutique to leave this earthly                 
realm and begin to see this word as a living word in these words as powerful words your                  
conversation begins to be in heaven. No one saw Jesus in a room and didn’t believe that he                  
would heal them. No one saw Jesus in a room and didn’t believe he could save their friend. No                   
one saw Jesus in a room and didn’t believe that he would answer a request. No one. We are                   
changed when we behold his glory. Begin to behold him, and you begin to exist up there, and                  
then you become like Philippi and church. These people who lacked pecan to live beyond how                
they could live. And Paul says, “this church that lacked is the church whose gifts are flourishing.”                 
Does anyone know a person that is causing someone else to prosper with himself is not                
prospering? The answer is no. Why? Because 2Q you must have first received. There are               
people in this church that this week I have prayed for given to and love to and confirmed and                   
counseled. Why? Because I have beheld his glory and has been filled with love counseling and                
care. Because I am filled akin to you. Do not turn Christianity into a self help, balance your mind,                   
prioritize your life type of philosophy. Christianity is a system of excess. If you desire to find                 
balance, Zen Buddhism can provide that for you, but if you want to walk on the water, only                  
Jesus can provide that. 
 
Verse 11 

1. Paul has received from the church, but he is not lacking. He must’ve had lack               
because they’ve needed to send support to him, yet he states clearly that he didn’t lack. This is                  
because in poverty or wealth the one for whom he has given his life is his reward, and therefore,                   
he’s content. 
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2. We cannot teach this verse as a stern requirement to be content. This verse is               
the result of a life lived that causes contentment. This Palm Sunday. In the next 168 hours                 
Jesus will be brutally murdered, and his gas, his blood, his guilt will satisfy the wrath of God                  
against an entire race of people that has committed treason against him. His blood and his                
substitutionary sacrifice for our sin is so sufficient that if at the last moment of his life, Joseph                  
Stalin came to the realization that his murder of over 10 million people was a sin against a                  
sovereign God who alone holds the right of life and death, recognized Jesus Christ as the only                 
one capable to remove his sin debt, turned to him for salvation, repented and placed his faith in                  
the Savior, Joseph Stalin would be saved and free from hell. How great, then, was Jesus                
punished on the cross that he could save such a man who had no time left to earn and how it’s                     
a respect from his fellow men? This man could reach the end of his life as a rebel, turn, and                    
Jesus healed on the cross was sufficient and not have to save even that man. How then can                  
Jesus not be sufficient for anything that is in your life right now? Have you seen him simply as a                    
grand teacher? Have you seen him simply a principled prophet who contains within his Proverbs               
a formula for life organization? He is not. Not only was his blood sufficient to save but he is also                    
the provider of a water that promises to leave us without thirst for eternity. He causes our cup to                   
overflow. He gives us blessing that overflows. In Jesus there is a steady satisfaction. If you are                 
a Christian without satisfaction that you are a Christian who does not have Jesus, his character,                
and his work as your centerpiece. If so, Paul asks you to go back to chapter 1 and remember                   
that Christ is my life. 
 
Verse 12 

1. Paul says that he has seen every up and that he has seen every down.               
Practically, failure is good because it halts fear. You’ve seen the worst. Success is good               
because it halts ambition. You’ve seen the best. 

2. But while abased, be full. While abounding, be hungry. While abased, abound.            
While abounding, suffer need. The former is physical, and the latter is spiritual. When I am                
physically at my lowest, I still abound because my conversation is in heaven and I know that I                  
know that I know the blessing is already there, I just haven’t seen it yet. then he says, even                   
though a based and abound are the opposite, when I’m abased, I abound. This is the dichotomy                 
of Jesus. I have two options in this life. I can either abound, I can abound. Jesus doesn’t care                   
what it takes to bring you good, he’s willing to do it. He doesn’t care if he has to part a River. He                       
doesn’t care if he has to make walls fall down. He doesn’t care if he has to turn handwashing                   
water into the best wine. He will break open the sky for you. Though one of the wind and waves                    
obey, is strong enough to save you. He said, “my disciples are hungry, and it’s the Sabbath day.                  
I don’t care, picking corn. Why? Because the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.” They said to                   
Jesus that he could heal on the Sabbath day. Jesus said, “I don’t care what day it is. If I see one                      
of my people in a ditch, I’m going to get them out of the ditch.” 

3. Then he tells them that when I abound physically or materially, I am still be               
hungry. It is when we are at our physical material or social height that we suddenly stop being                  
hungry for God. I have a job, a spouse, a house, a car, a life and my Bible and my spirit and my                       
conversation in heaven all lies dormant on a shelf somewhere because we were viewing Jesus               
as a self-help, life balancing, crutch that, right now, we don’t feel like we need. there are times                  

29 



you ought to open the Bible just to make yourself hungry. There are times you should turn on a                   
song about Jesus just to make yourself hungry. Every time you recognize that your spirit and                
your personality you feel as though you do not need God and there is no hunger for God,                  
opened his word, turn on his music, speak to him allowed in your presence and get yourself                 
hungry. Your conversation is leaving heaven and your belly is becoming God. When I have               
bound, I am still hungry. When I have bound and must suffer need. There’s a difference                
between needing God when you need him, and recognizing that every moment of every day you                
need him. I have grown to the point that I recognize that nothing permanently good happens                
without Jesus being the one that does it. When I don’t even feel like I need him, I still need him.                     
I’ve learned through the Scripture that salvation comes by him, confliction to be safe to comes                
by him, faith to believe in him for salvation comes from him, the ability to repent and be saved                   
comes by him and the recognition that I was a sinner came from him. Is the spirit of God that                    
regenerated me. It is the spirit of God that gave me the revelation of God’s grace. The                 
knowledge that I have of God did not come through my own study because I have read this                  
book since I was little, but then one day he revealed to me.I know there will only get church                   
members if God sends them. I know that you’ll understand what I teach only if God causes you                  
to. I know that no one comes on Easter Sunday unless God brings them.I know those flyers                 
were worthless unless the Holy Spirit brings them to life. I have come to the point where I see                   
life as a plug that unless connected to an outlet, is powerless. Without him, I can’t do nothing.                  
When we believe that statement from Jesus will understand what Paul means what he says that                
we need to suffer need. 
 
Verse 13 

1. All things can be done through Christ. 
 
Verse 14 

1. Unity and joy come from connecting a resource and a need. What needs does              
the church have orders an individual have, and how can we communicate (commune,             
community) with that need? 
 
Verse 15-17 

1. Paul emphasizes the importance of giving to someone in need however that may             
manifest itself. It isn’t a commendable thing because Paul needs a gift, but because he’s               
reinforcing their action their purpose. Remember, Philippians, we want to give all, do all,              
sacrifice all, for the sake of seeing fruit. Now, we will give all, do all, sacrifice all, because that’s                   
what we do. The benefit is not necessarily visible yet, but the deed is there.this first makes you                  
wonder what Thessalonica’s purpose was. Were they just coming to enjoy the music? Maybe it               
was just a routine to them? Maybe their conversation was in heaven? In this element, I do not                  
want to be like Thessalonica. Whatever you’re doing, let it be for the sake of planting seed                 
because planting seed may end up in harvesting fruit. Jesus desired us to have fruit, and so do                  
I, but our job is not to focus on the fruit. Is to focus on the seed. Let us be known as the                       
Philippians were known; as givers and seed planters. That means we must be providers and not                
consumers. 
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Verse 18 

1. I have all. That’s what it means to live outside of the realm of time. I have all. And                   
abound. But do we remember where Paul is when he’s writing this book? He’s in prison                
practicing verse 12. 

2. This verse can easily make us question our stance on grace.we may pause and              
say, so there are works that I can do to please God! A fool would proof text this verse and use it                      
to bring legalism or guilt or condemnation, but nothing about this verse exudes orange flies that                
we are to earn favor or get credit from God for a work that we think pleases him. He basically                    
says that once you make Christ your life (chapter 1) and you make him your example (chapter                 
2) and you make him your reward (chapter 3) and he becomes your burden bearer and grace                 
provider (chapter 4) and starts living through you to cause you to cause you to give as you have                   
been given, then yes, God will accept your work as a pleasing sweet smelling savor to him. But                  
if any part of you could hear that last sentence and still think that you had to do with any of it you                       
should read Philippians a few times this week. It is God that working in us both to will and to do                     
of his good pleasure. The sweet smelling savor is still just Jesus. 
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